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CHILDREN’S LITERATURE 

“Voices In the Park” by Anthony Browne 

Extra Understanding 
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Question 6: How do words and images relate and interact in Anthony Browne 

Voice in the Park? 

"Voices in the Park" is a picturebook by the author and illustrator Anthony 
Browne, known for his distinctive and thought-provoking style. In this book, the 
relationship and interaction between words and images play a crucial role in 
conveying the story and its underlying themes. 

One of the central themes in the book is the idea of multiple perspectives. 
The story is told from the viewpoint of four different characters, each with their 
own narrative and emotions. The words and images work together to convey 
these perspectives. The words provide the character's thoughts and feelings, 
while the images illustrate the scenes from their individual viewpoints. This 
interaction helps readers understand how different characters perceive the 
same events differently. 

Browne uses a deliberate contrast between the words and images to create 
irony and to convey deeper meaning. For example, a character might describe 
an outing in a park as a joyful experience in their words, but the corresponding 
image might show a starkly different scene, revealing the character's true 
emotions. This contrast between what is said and what is shown adds depth to 
the story and invites readers to think critically about the characters' true 
feelings. 

The images in Browne's book are highly detailed and loaded with symbolism. 
They often contain subtle references, allusions, and metaphors that enhance the 
narrative. These visual elements provide additional layers of meaning beyond 
the words, enriching the story and allowing readers to explore the narrative on 
a deeper level. 

The combination of Browne's evocative text and expressive illustrations 
creates a powerful emotional impact. Readers can connect with the characters 
on an emotional level, thanks to the words that describe their thoughts and the 
images that show their facial expressions, body language, and the surrounding 
environment. 
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In conclusion. in "Voices in the Park," Anthony Browne masterfully 
demonstrates how words and images can work together to convey a story with 
depth, multiple perspectives, and emotional resonance. The careful alignment 
and sometimes deliberate misalignment of text and art create a rich and 
complex narrative that encourages readers to think critically and empathize with 
the characters. 
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Question 7: For some, Voices in the Park is quite confusing, for others, it is 
clearer than traditional books? Discuss. 

"Voices in the Park" by Anthony Browne is indeed a unique and 
unconventional picture book, and its reception can vary significantly from 
person to person. Considering many reasons why some readers might find it 
confusing while others might find it clearer than traditional books 

Voices in the Park" presents a narrative structure that deviates from the 
norm, with four different characters narrating their experiences. This structure 
can disorient those accustomed to linear storytelling. The shifting perspectives 
may lead to confusion as readers adjust to this unusual approach. 

The book explores complex themes such as social class, loneliness, and the 
way people perceive and judge each other. These themes may be challenging 
for young readers to fully grasp, leading to confusion. 

Anthony Browne's illustrations are rich in symbolism and metaphor. Some 
readers may find it difficult to decode these visual cues, leading to confusion 
about the book's deeper meanings. 

The deliberate use of irony and ambiguity in the text and images can be 
confusing for readers who expect a straightforward and explicit narrative. The 
book often conveys emotions and perspectives indirectly, requiring readers to 
read between the lines. Anthony Browne's detailed and expressive illustrations 
can sometimes provide a more immediate and direct understanding of the 
characters' emotions and the story's atmosphere. For readers who are visually 
oriented, these images can enhance comprehension. 

The use of multiple voices and perspectives can, for some readers, make the 
story more comprehensive and thought-provoking. It allows them to see how 
different characters experience the same events and how their perceptions 
differ. This can lead to a deeper understanding of the narrative. 

In summary, the clarity or confusion experienced when reading "Voices in the 
Park" is highly subjective and dependent on the reader's preferences and prior 
reading experiences. Some may find its unconventional style and thematic 
depth confusing, while others may appreciate the book's unique narrative 
structure, visual storytelling, and the opportunity it provides for critical thinking 
and emotional engagement. 
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Question 8: Modern Children’s Literature deals with didactic themes aimed at 
raising the awareness of young readers about serious contemporary concerns. 
Discuss with reference to Voices in the Park. 

Modern children's literature often transcends the boundaries of mere entertainment. 
It frequently addresses serious, contemporary concerns, imparting valuable lessons and 
insights to young readers. "Voices in the Park" by Anthony Browne is a remarkable example 
of a picture book that explores didactic themes while telling a compelling story. The book 
addresses serious contemporary concerns, focusing on issues of class, perception, and 
empathy. 

“Voices in the Park" raises awareness about social class disparities. The story 
introduces us to two families from different socioeconomic backgrounds, the upper-class 
mother and her son and the working-class father and daughter. By presenting these distinct 
perspectives, Browne sheds light on the class divide, a pressing contemporary concern. The 
book reflects the economic disparities prevalent in society. It subtly suggests that the upper-
class family may experience privileges that the working-class family does not. Through this 
narrative, young readers can develop an understanding of the disparities that exist in the 
world around them. The book encourages them to consider questions about social justice, 
fairness, and the role of privilege in contemporary society. 

"Voices in the Park" also explores the theme of perception, emphasizing the 
importance of empathy and understanding in the face of prejudice and preconceived notions. 
Each character in the book perceives the same park visit differently, colored by their biases 
and preconceptions. The book underscores the idea that people often judge others based on 
appearances or social status. It challenges readers to question their own assumptions and 
biases, encouraging them to look beyond the surface and recognize the humanity in every 
individual. The story promotes empathy as a vital tool for young readers to navigate complex 
social interactions and understand the diverse perspectives of others. 

In conclusion, modern children’s literature, as exemplified by "Voices in the Park," 
plays a crucial role in addressing serious contemporary concerns. This picture book provides 
young readers with valuable insights into issues such as social class disparities and the 
importance of empathy in a judgmental world. By presenting these themes in a thought-
provoking and engaging manner, the book equips children with the tools to navigate the 
complexities of the modern world and fosters their understanding of the need for social 
awareness and compassion. "Voices in the Park" serves as a testament to the power of 
literature to raise the awareness of young readers about serious contemporary concerns 
while delivering a captivating narrative. 

 

Good Luck. 


