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Question : To what extent does L. M. Alcott’s Little Women seek to subvert 19*
C social norms? Justify your answer with episodes from the novel and critical
review of the literature on the topic.

Of the many great books written in the nineteenth century, "Little Woman" stands out.
It is because of these new social ideas that Little Woman has been called a revolutionary
novel. The novel's main distinguishing feature is the way in whichyit portrays women in a

manner that runs against to the accepted norms of the nineteenth century.

To begin, the title of the novel is significant as a symbol due to the factithat itis associated
with reflecting a new representation of females. The title}Little Women" is supposed to be
used to refer to young women who are naive and lacke@xperience as wellas potential. When
one reads the novel, one realizes that the title takes, on a métaphorical significance when one
considers how each of the female characters inithe beok ‘exhibits’a unique perspective that
shows their characteristics. In addition, the fact that the four sisters have grown up without
their father present in their lives,is regardedhas evidence of the resilience and self-reliance
that they possess. The title'refers notienly to little women who play basic roles but also to the
interaction that these women have with.more experienced women. The book shows how the
four sisters have a strong relationship with their mother, which creates an entirely different
image of h@wawomen were seen during the nineteenth century. It would appear that the roles
that the sisters, and theirmotherplay within and outside of the home are comparable to one
another. “In hernovel)''Little Women," Louisa May Alcott describes the characters' duties as

"a challenge,to society's conception of stereotyped gender roles."

Most importantly, by introducing the distinct character of Jo March, Alcott challenges the
negative depiction of women in the nineteenth century. Women were categorized and
constrained to specific roles and interests during the eighteenth century. Women were
restricted to marriage, housework, and childbirth. Nonetheless, the portrayal of Jo March's
character challenges that traditional image of women at the period. Jo is unconcerned by

women's simplistic marriage fantasies. She also has a unique perspective on love.
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Furthermore, she is introduced as a woman with big aspirations that are different from what
women used to fantasize about. Jo enjoys reading and writing and aspires to be a writer. Such
dreams challenge the traditional social conventions that defined women in the eighteenth

century.

In short, the unconventional representation of women is the fur‘mental feature that

makes Alcott's Little Women challenge nineteenth-century social sta he title and the

figure of Jo are the key pieces of evidence that Alcott was atte ing to nineteenth

century's traditional narrow perception of women. \
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