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Essay: Write an essay of not less than 300 words arguing for or against the above statement.
Q: What Makes Your Country’s Culture Special? (You can write about the culture of another country you know.)

Every country has its own culture that reflects its history, traditions, and values. Culture is what shapes
people’s behavior, beliefs, and way of life. Among the many rich cultures of the world, Kuwaiti culture stands
out for its strong sense of family, hospitality, and respect for tradition, combined with a modern lifestyle that
embraces change while maintaining deep roots. These elements make Kuwaiti culture both unique and

admirable.

One of the most special features of Kuwaiti culture is its strong family values. Family is the center of
social life in Kuwait, and close relationships between relatives are highly respected. People often visit one
another, especially during weekends and holidays, to share meals and maintain family bonds. Hospitality is
another essential part of the culture. Kuwaitis are known for their generosity toward guests; offering Arabic
coffee, dates, and sweets is a symbol of welcome and respect. This tradition reflects the warmth and kindness

that define the Kuwaiti way of life.

Another distinctive aspect of the culture is its rich heritage of food, clothing, and celebrations.
Traditional dishes such as machboos (spiced rice with meat or fish) and harees are prepared for family
gatherings and religious occasions. Traditional clothing, such as the dishdasha for men and the abaya for
women, reflects modesty and cultural pride. National and religious celebrations, including Eid Al-Fitr, Eid Al-
Adha, and National Day, bring families and communities together through joyful events, music, and shared

meals. These occasions strengthen unity and remind people of their shared identity.

While Kuwait is proud of its traditions, it has also embraced modern influences through education,
technology, and global communication. Young people today enjoy international music, movies, and fashion, yet
they continue to respect their cultural values and family responsibilities. This balance between tradition and

modernity makes Kuwaiti culture dynamic and alive.
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To conclude, Kuwaiti culture is special because it blends heritage and modernity in a way that keeps
society connected to its roots while preparing for the future. Its spirit of hospitality, respect, and family unity

makes it a culture that not only defines its people but also warmly welcomes others from around the world.

Q: Talk About Some Experiences You Have of Meeting People from Different Cultures.

Living in a world that is becoming more connected every day has given me many opportunities to meet
people from different countries and cultural backgrounds. These encounters have helped me understand how
culture influences communication, behavior, and values. One memorable experience that taught me a great deal
about cultural diversity was meeting an exchange student from Japan during my English language course. Our
friendship helped me discover the beauty of cultural differences and the importance of respect, understanding,

and open-mindedness.

When I first met my Japanese classmate, I noticed how polite and respectful he was in every situation.
He often bowed slightly when greeting others, used formal language, and listened carefully without
interrupting. At first, I found his communication style very different from what I was used to. In Kuwait, for
example, people are generally more expressive, and conversations are lively with gestures and frequent
interruptions. However, I soon realized that his calm and respectful Behavior showed deep consideration for

others, which is a key part of Japanese culture.

Through our conversations, I learned about several cultural differences between Japan and Kuwait. He
told me about Japanese traditions such as Hanami (the cherry blossom festival) and the importance of
punctuality and teamwork in his country. In return, I shared stories about Kuwaiti hospitality, family gatherings,
and how people come together during Ramadan. We both discovered that although our cultures were different,
they shared similar values such as respect for elders, kindness, and community spirit. These discussions helped

us appreciate how cultural diversity can enrich our understanding of the world.

To sum up, this experience taught me that meeting people from different cultures is not only interesting
but also essential for personal growth. It helps us see life from new perspectives, break stereotypes, and build
bridges of friendship and respect. In conclusion, I believe that intercultural experiences make us more tolerant,
open-minded, and aware of the beauty of human diversity. By learning from one another, we can create a more

understanding and connected world.

3

https:/wa.me/96551148200 Os» A& i :aS sif cladle

bl Cliaile



Q: Discuss whether visitors should study or respect a country’s culture before visiting. Visitors must learn
about the culture of a country they are going to visit. Do you agree?

In today’s globalized world, traveling to foreign countries has become easier and more common than
ever before. People travel for education, business, or tourism, and each journey brings them into contact with
new cultures and traditions. However, cultural misunderstandings can sometimes occur when visitors do not
know or respect the customs of the host country. In my opinion, it is very important for visitors to learn about
the culture of the country they plan to visit because it prevents disrespect, helps them adapt more easily, and

promotes mutual understanding between locals and foreigners.

First, learning about a country’s culture shows respect and appreciation for its people. Every nation has
its own values, traditions, and behaviors that are considered polite or impolite. For example, in many Arab
countries, greeting others warmly and showing hospitality are signs of respect, while in Japan, bowing is a
common form of politeness. If visitors are unaware of such customs, they might unintentionally offend their
hosts. Understanding cultural expectations—such as dress codes, dining etiquette, or social behavior—helps

visitors act appropriately and leave a positive impression.

Second, knowing the local culture allows visitors to adapt more easily and enjoy their experience more
fully. Travelers who understand the language, food, and lifestyle of a country can connect with locals, navigate
social situations confidently, and feel more comfortable. For instance, tourists who learn basic phrases in Arabic
or French often find it easier to communicate and receive more kindness and assistance from residents. This
knowledge transforms a simple trip into a more meaningful cultural exchange. In addition, some people argue
that travelers can simply learn from experience rather than studying before their visit. While this may be true to
some extent, basic cultural awareness before traveling shows consideration and maturity. It helps avoid

misunderstandings and builds bridges of respect between nations.

To conclude, I strongly agree that visitors should learn about the culture of the country they plan to visit.
Doing so demonstrates respect, improves communication, and creates a more positive experience for both
visitors and hosts. Understanding cultural differences is not only polite but also essential for promoting global

harmony and friendship.
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