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EL112: Writing ESSAY unit 1 

ESSAY: 
Essay: Write an essay of not less than 300 words arguing for or against the above statement.  

 

Q: Explain what makes a school or college good or successful.  

Education plays a vital role in shaping individuals and societies. A good school or college is not only a 

place where students gain academic knowledge but also an environment that develops character, creativity, and 

critical thinking. Therefore, the most important features of a good educational institution include qualified and 

caring teachers, a safe and supportive learning environment, modern facilities and technology, fair assessment 

and feedback, and opportunities for creativity and teamwork.  

First and foremost, qualified and dedicated teachers are the foundation of any successful educational 

system. Teachers who are passionate about their work inspire students to love learning. They are not only 

transmitters of knowledge but also mentors who guide students to think critically and solve problems. A good 

teacher recognizes the strengths and weaknesses of each student and uses effective teaching strategies to help 

them reach their full potential. Moreover, teachers who show care and respect create a positive classroom 

atmosphere where students feel motivated and confident. 

Equally important is the learning environment. A safe, inclusive, and encouraging environment enables 

students to express their ideas freely and participate actively. Modern facilities such as libraries, laboratories, 

and digital learning tools enhance the learning experience. Technology, when integrated effectively, allows 

students to access global resources, collaborate on projects, and develop skills that are essential in the 21st 

century. In addition, fair assessment and constructive feedback help learners understand their progress and areas 

that need improvement. Evaluation should not be used as punishment but as a tool for growth and self-

reflection.  

To sum up, a good school provides students with opportunities to be creative and to work as a team. 

Activities such as group projects, debates, and community service teach collaboration, leadership, and 
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responsibility. In short, a good school develops both the mind and the character of its students, preparing them 

to become thoughtful, responsible, and innovative members of society. 

 

----------------------- 

Q: Discuss the importance of 21st century skills (collaboration, communication, critical thinking, 

problem-solving, creativity, innovation). 

Education in the 21st century is no longer limited to memorizing facts or passing exams. The world 

today is changing rapidly due to technological advances, globalization, and new ways of working. Therefore, 

modern education must go beyond traditional learning and focus on developing essential life and career skills. 

These include collaboration, communication, critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity, and innovation. 

Such skills prepare students to succeed in real-life situations and to become adaptable, productive citizens in a 

global society.  

One of the most significant 21st century skills is collaboration, the ability to work effectively with others. 

In the modern workplace, success depends on teamwork rather than individual performance. Students must 

learn how to communicate clearly, share ideas, and respect different perspectives. Communication, both written 

and spoken, helps students express their thoughts confidently and build positive relationships with others. 

Furthermore, critical thinking and problem-solving encourage students to analyze information, make sound 

judgments, and find innovative solutions. These skills are essential not only in education but also in daily life, 

where people constantly face new and complex challenges.  

In addition, creativity and innovation play a crucial role in progress and development. The most 

successful people and organizations are those that can generate original ideas and transform them into practical 

solutions. Schools that encourage creativity through projects, discussions, and digital tools enable students to 

think independently and explore new possibilities. Technology, in particular, supports these skills by providing 

platforms for online collaboration, virtual simulations, and interactive learning. Students who use technology 

effectively learn to adapt to new tools, which is a valuable skill in itself.  

In conclusion, education should fully embrace the teaching of 21st century skills because they prepare 

students for the realities of modern life. While academic knowledge remains important, it must be combined 

with the ability to think critically, solve problems, and work creatively with others. By promoting these 

essential skills, schools can empower learners to contribute meaningfully to their communities and to the future 

of the world. 
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----------------------- 

Q: Explain the differences between flipped learning and traditional teaching.  

Education has evolved significantly in recent years, and new teaching methods have been introduced to 

make learning more effective and engaging. One of the most innovative approaches is the flipped classroom, 

which changes the traditional way of teaching and learning. In a traditional classroom, teachers usually deliver 

lessons during class time, and students complete exercises or homework afterward. In contrast, a flipped 

classroom allows students to learn new content at home through videos, readings, or online lectures and then 

use class time for practice, discussion, and problem-solving. Therefore, a flipped classroom is more interactive 

and student-centered than a traditional classroom because it promotes active participation, independent learning, 

and collaboration.  

In a traditional classroom, the teacher plays the central role as the source of knowledge. Lessons are 

typically presented through direct instruction, where students listen, take notes, and later complete homework to 

reinforce what they have learned. This method focuses on teacher-centered instruction, which may limit 

students’ opportunities to explore ideas independently. Although this approach can ensure structure and control, 

it often leaves less room for creativity or critical thinking. Students in traditional classrooms tend to rely heavily 

on their teachers for explanations and guidance, which can sometimes reduce motivation and engagement.  

 

On the other hand, the flipped classroom encourages students to take responsibility for their own 

learning. Before attending class, students study the material independently by watching recorded lectures or 

reading online resources. During class time, they engage in activities such as discussions, group projects, and 

practical exercises under the teacher’s guidance. This approach transforms the classroom into a collaborative 

learning environment, where the teacher becomes a facilitator rather than a lecturer. As a result, students 

actively apply what they have learned, clarify misunderstandings, and develop higher-order thinking skills. 

Furthermore, the flipped model supports diverse learning styles and allows students to learn at their own pace.  

 

In conclusion, the flipped classroom differs from the traditional classroom in its structure, focus, and 

purpose. While the traditional method emphasizes teacher-led instruction, the flipped approach prioritizes 

student engagement, critical thinking, and independent learning. Ultimately, flipping the classroom prepares 
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students to become more active, confident, and self-directed learners—qualities essential for success in the 21st 

century. 

 

----------------------- 

Q: Some Teachers Feel that the Flipped Approach Is the Best Way to Teach Students. Do You Agree? 

Give your opinion about the flipped learning method.  

Education in the 21st century continues to evolve as teachers search for methods that promote deeper 

learning and student engagement. One of the most popular innovations is the flipped classroom approach. In 

this model, students learn new material at home often through online videos, readings, or recorded lectures and 

use class time for discussions, practice, and problem-solving. This method contrasts with traditional teaching, 

where teachers deliver lessons during class and students complete homework afterward. In my view, the flipped 

approach is an effective and modern way to teach students because it promotes active learning, independent 

study, and greater classroom interaction.  

The flipped approach offers several important advantages. First, it allows students to learn at their own 

pace. They can pause, replay, or review lessons as needed, which is especially beneficial for students who 

require more time to understand complex topics. Second, by shifting lectures outside the classroom, teachers 

can use class time for interactive activities, such as group discussions or practical exercises. This makes 

learning more engaging and ensures that students are actively involved in the process. Additionally, flipped 

learning increases student responsibility, it encourages learners to prepare before class and come ready to 

participate. As a result, students become more confident and motivated to take control of their learning.  

However, despite these benefits, the flipped approach also has some challenges. It assumes that all 

students have access to the internet and are disciplined enough to study independently. Some students may not 

watch the assigned videos or come unprepared, which can affect class progress. Moreover, teachers need to 

invest significant time in creating quality digital materials. Therefore, the flipped model may not suit every 

educational context, especially in schools with limited resources.  

In conclusion, although the flipped approach has certain limitations, I strongly agree that it is one of the 

most effective methods for modern education. It encourages active learning, collaboration, and independent 

thinking, skills that are essential for success in today’s world. When combined with traditional methods and 

guided support, the flipped approach can transform classrooms into dynamic spaces for meaningful learning. 
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