EAS00A: CINDERELLA

The story opens in a tiny kingdom, and shows us a chateau / palace, wherein lives a widowed gentleman, and
his daughter, Cinderella. Feeling that his daughter needed "a mother's care," he remarried a woman with two
daughters of her own, named Anastasia, and Drizella. However, upon the death of Cinderella's father, her
Stepmother reveals a cruelty and jealous towards Cinderella's charms and beauty. The Stepmother chooses to
focus all her attention to that of her own daughters, leading to a downfall of the family estate. The chateau soon
falls into disrepair, and the family fortune is spent up on the two Stepdaughters. In the end, Cinderella is forced
into becoming a servant in her own household, attending to her Stepfamily, and living in a high tower on the
family property. Even though her life's conditions are deplorable, she still tries to keep herself going, by
dreaming of a better life someday. She befriends a number of little birds and mice, of which she has made little
clothing for several of them.

One day, a little mouse named Jacque informs her that a new mouse has been caught in a trap. The rotund little
mouse is at first scared, but upon Jacque and Cinderella welcoming him, they give him some clothes, and a new
name: Octavius...but for short, they call him Gus. Jacque and some other mice show Gus around the house, and
out into the yard behind the house to get corn that Cinderella is giving the other animals. However, in their
attempts to return to the mice at the top of Cinderella's tower, they run into the Stepmother's cat, named Lucifer.
Lucifer then attempts to get Gus, who hides in a teacup that is given to one of Cinderella's Stepsisters. Though it
wasn't intentional, the Stepsisters blame Cinderella, and their mother demands she do extra chores for what has
happened. Meanwhile, in the Kingdom's Castle, The King is having an argument with the Grand Duke. The
King is tired of his son always being off and away from the Kingdom, and intends to find some way to get his
son to marry, and provide Grandchildren for his father. The Grand Duke tries to tell the King he should not rush
his son into such a thing, but the King proposes a rather devious scheme: with his son coming home that
evening, he wishes a Grand Ball to be held that evening, inviting all the eligible maidens of the Kingdom,
certain that his son is bound to show interesting in one of them.

Later on that day, a royal messenger shows up at the chateau with an invitation. Cinderella delivers it to her
Stepfamily, and upon hearing the proclamation, grows happy that she can also attend, given that it invites
"every eligible maiden." However, her Stepmother says she can go, "if" she can complete all her chores, and
"if" she can find something suitable to wear.

Cinderella quickly returns to her room, and finds an old dress that was once her Mother's. As she looks in a
sewing book on ways to improve it, she is called away by her Stepfamily. Jacques then tells the other mice that
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he's sure Cinderella's Stepfamily is going to work her so hard, she'll never be able to complete the alterations to
her dress. It is then that one of the female mice claims that they will make the alterations for Cinderella as a
surprise!

Jacques and Gus rush off to get some extra trimming for the dress, and encounter the Stepsisters and
Stepmother ordering Cinderella around with extra chores. As she leaves them, the sisters angrily claim that they
do not have any good things to wear, and angrily throw down a pink sash, and some blue beads. Jacques and
Gus quickly gather them up to use for Cinderella's dress, but are menaced by Lucifer. Luckily, they manage to
get away.

As the hour draws late, the carriage to the ball arrives. However, having completed her chores, but not having
been able to work on her dress, she returns to her room, claiming she isn't going. However, upon arriving, she is
surprised by the mice and birds, as they reveal the alterations to her dress!

Quickly putting it on, she rushes downstairs, and happily prepares to go to the ball. The Stepsisters are at first
incensed, but their mother quickly tells them that she did make a deal with Cinderella. However, she then takes
note of the blue beads on her dress, which sets the sisters off, who chastise Cinderella for taking their things,
and proceed to destroy the dress.

After the Stepmother ushers her daughters out the door, Cinderella rushes out of the chateau and into the
garden, crying on a bench, that no matter how hard she tries to believe, things will never get better for her.
However, she suddenly hears a voice, and encounters a cheerful woman in a light-blue cloak. The woman
claims she is her Fairy Godmother, and intends to help Cinderella go to the ball. Using her magic wand, the
Godmother turns a pumpkin into a coach, 4 of the mice into horses, the farm's horse into a coachman, and the
family dog into a footman. The final touch is fixing Cinderella's dress, which is turned into a beautiful white
gown, complete with glass slippers. However, the Godmother cautions her that she all these things will only
last until the final stroke of midnight, when everything will turn back to normal. Cinderella then quickly boards
her coach, and is taken to the Castle. Meanwhile, the ball is in full-swing, with the Prince greeting every
eligible, invited maiden in the Kingdom. Though the King and Grand Duke watch, the Prince himself is rather
bored by the whole thing. However, as he officially greets the Stepsisters, he sees a girl having just entered, and
goes over to her. This is immediately seen by the King, who demands a Waltz begin to play, sure that his son
has found his bride. The King then retires for the evening, leaving the Grand Duke to supervise the two.

The Prince then leads Cinderella out into the Palace Gardens, where they dance and wander. However, when the
clock suddenly strikes midnight, Cinderella flees. The Grand Duke attempts to stop her, but she flees down the
Palace's entry steps, leaving behind a glass slipper. A series of Palace Horsemen attempt to catch the coach, but
eventually, the 12th chime of midnight strikes, Cinderella's entourage returns to normal, and rush off the main
road, as the Horsemen's steeds trample what's left of the now-normal pumpkin.

Cinderella apologizes to her friends for not leaving sooner, but claims she was so enchanted by her time with
the Prince. Suddenly, she realizes that she still has one of her glass slippers left, and looking skyward, thanks
her Fairy Godmother for allowing her these few hours of happiness.

Back at the Palace, the Grand Duke awakens the King regarding what has happened. At first incensed that the
maiden his son danced with has gotten away, the Duke claims that his son still wants to find and marry her.
With the glass slipper the only clue, the King sets the Duke on a mission to have the slipper tried on every girl

2

https://wa.me/96551148200 Co e A& j a8 i) cladle

byl Slasls



in the Kingdom, setting the Duke to task before the sun rises! The next morning, Cinderella's Stepmother
quickly demands she help her daughters immediately. The two Stepsisters are slow to wake up, when the
Stepmother tells of the proclamation, and how the girl that was seen dancing with the Prince is being searched
for. The girls boredly wonder what this has to do with them, when their mother tells of the slipper, and how all
one of them has to do is fit it, to become the Prince's bride! However, the thought of marrying the Prince
sidetracks Cinderella, who drops the load of laundry the Stepsisters give her, and begins to 'dance' off back to
her room to get dressed. However, the Stepmother follows her up the stairs, and locks the door, with Cinderella
pleading to be let out of the room! Some time afterwards, the Grand Duke arrives, and the Stepmother and her
daughters greet him. Jacques and Gus manage to get the key out of the Stepmother's pocket, and make the
impossible task of climbing the stairs to Cinderella's room, only to be foiled by Lucifer, who traps Gus and the
key under a bowl. The mice and birdsattempt to free Gus, but Lucifer has them at bay. Cinderella then suggests
they get the family dog Bruno, and several of the birds alert the dog, who manages to scare Lucifer, sending
him plummeting out of a nearby window.

Meanwhile, the Duke has grown exasperated as the girls have angrily and vehemently tried to get the glass
slipper to fit. With the claim by the Stepmother that there are no other maidens in the house, he is about to leave
when Cinderella voice is heard, requesting to try on the slipper.

The Stepmother and Stepsisters attempt to keep the Duke from Cinderella, but he claims that per his orders, he
has to try the slipper on "Every Maiden."

However, as the Duke's footman brings the slipper, the Stepmother causes him to trip on her cane, sending the
slipper flying to the floor, where it shatters!

The Duke is beside himself, over what will happen to him, but it is then that Cinderella claims that he shouldn't
worry, as she has the other slipper! She then produces it (much to the surprise of her Stepmother), and the Duke
places it on her foot, where it fits perfectly! The final images of the story are of Cinderella being married to the
Prince, with her mice and bird friends watching her get into a carriage, and riding off to a Happily Ever After.

Main Female Characters
1. The Protagonist: Cinderella

o Beautiful: Cinderella is both physically and morally beautiful. Her external beauty reflects her
inner goodness and purity.

o Obedient: She follows her stepmother’s and stepsisters’ orders even when they treat her cruelly,
showing her patience and humility.

o Helpless: When locked in the attic to prevent her from attending the ball, Cinderella can only cry,
symbolizing her lack of power in a patriarchal world.

o Dependent: She relies on others—first on her Fairy Godmother’s magic, and later on the prince—
to change her life, reflecting the dependence of women in traditional tales.
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2. The Antagonists: The Stepmother and the Stepsisters

o Evil: They are portrayed as morally corrupt, cruel, and selfish, always plotting against Cinderella.

Jealous: Their envy of Cinderella’s beauty and goodness drives their actions, representing the
destructive nature of jealousy and pride.
Features of Cinderella as a Fairy Tale
o It begins with the classic opening phrase “Once upon a time.”
o It has a happy ending, where good triumphs over evil.
o Itincludes stock characters such as the wicked stepmother, the ugly stepsisters, and the
beautiful, kind protagonist.
o The main character is an orphan girl, a common feature in fairy tales that evokes sympathy and
moral admiration.
o The story involves magic, represented by the Fairy Godmother, who helps Cinderella attend the
royal ball and change her fate.

Question: Discuss the theme of happiness in Cinderella.

The theme of happiness in Cinderella is central to the entire story, reflecting both the moral and emotional
core of the fairy tale. Happiness in the traditional version is portrayed as the ultimate reward for goodness,
patience, and moral virtue. Despite facing cruelty, humiliation, and hardship, Cinderella remains kind, gentle, and
hopeful. Her happiness comes not from revenge or power, but from her unwavering belief that goodness will

eventually be rewarded.

At the beginning of the story, Cinderella lives in misery, treated as a servant by her stepmother and
stepsisters. Yet, she never allows bitterness to consume her. Her joy comes from small acts of kindness—helping
animals, dreaming of a better life, and maintaining her faith. This internal happiness contrasts sharply with her

stepfamily’s superficial satisfaction, which depends on wealth and status but brings them no real joy.

True happiness, in Cinderella, is achieved when goodness triumphs over evil. The fairy godmother’s magic
allows Cinderella to experience her dream temporarily, but her lasting happiness comes when the prince
recognizes her inner beauty and chooses her as his bride. The happy ending—her marriage and “happily ever

after”—symbolizes moral justice: those who are kind and pure-hearted will ultimately find peace and joy.
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In modern adaptations, however, happiness in Cinderella takes on a deeper meaning. It is no longer solely
tied to marriage or external salvation, but to self-fulfillment and independence. Modern versions often show that

Cinderella’s happiness comes from believing in herself, standing up to injustice, and creating her own destiny.

In conclusion, the theme of happiness in Cinderella evolves from passive reward to active self-realization,
reflecting society’s changing view that true happiness arises not from others’ approval, but from inner strength,
kindness, and self-worth. Cinderella remains one of the most beloved fairy tales of all time because it combines
magic, morality, and emotion. Its traditional version reflects an older view of femininity—where obedience and
virtue are rewarded through marriage. However, its enduring message about kindness, patience, and hope

continues to inspire generations around the world.
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