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Jane Eyre: Chapter 3

Sort Answes

Q: What is Narrative persona in Jane Eyre ? What is the 'dual narrative point of view' in Jane Eyre, and how
does it enhance the storytelling by offering two perspectives within the same narrative? |S5ag4

In Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronté employs a first-person narrative persona, allowing readers direct access to

Jane’s thoughts, emotions, and experiences. This narrative technique creates a deeply personal and

introspective storytelling style. Dual Narrative Voice, the novel is narrated by an older, reflective Jane,

recounting her life’s journey with both immediacy and hindsight. This allows for self-analysis and

commentary, providing deeper insight into her personal growth and moral development. Jane’s first-person

perspective _enhances emotional intimacy, making her struggles with love, independence, and social

expectations more compelling. The subjective narration aligns readers with Jane’s moral and psychological

dilemmas, reinforcing her Bildungsroman journey. While Jane’s narration is highly personal and selective, it

reflects her inner conflict and evolving self-awareness. Her biases and emotions shape the storytelling, making
it an authentic but interpretive account of events. Jane occasionally addresses the reader directly (Reader, I

married him), breaking the fourth wall and creating an intimate rapport. This technique reinforces the novel’s

autobiographical style and enhances reader involvement. Therefore, the narrative persona in Jane Eyre is

deeply personal, introspective, and subjective, shaping the novel as both a coming-of-age story and a social
critique. Bronté’s use of a dual narrative voice and direct reader engagement makes Jane a compelling,

independent heroine whose perspective remains central to the novel’s power and impact.

Q: What is Point-of-View in Jane Eyre? Does the narrator speak in the first, second, or third person?
Jaa a4

Point of view signifies the way a story gets told. It also is the mode established by an author by means of

which the reader is presented with the characters, dialogue, actions, setting. and events which constitute the

narrative in a work of fiction. Unlike drama, in which events are acted out in front of us, fiction is always

narrated or represented to us by someone else, a narrator. Third-Person Narration, is a narrative or mode of

storytelling in which the narrator is not a character within the events related. but stands ‘outside’ those events.

All characters within the story are therefore referred to as ‘he’, ‘she’, or ‘they’. It is virtually always external,

meaning that the narrator is not a character in the story and does not participate in its action. An Omniscient

or Unlimited Narrator has access to the thoughts. perceptions, and experiences of more than one character
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(often of several), though such narrators usually focus selectively on a few important characters. A Limited

Omniscient Marrator is an external, third-person narrator who tells the story from a distinct point of view,

usually that of a single character, revealing that character’s thoughts and relating the action exclusively from

his or her perspective. Sometimes a limited narrator will reveal the thoughts and feelings of a small number

of the characters in order to enhance the story told about the central consciousness. An Objective Narrator

does not explicitly report the characters’ thoughts and feelings but may obliquely suggest them through the

characters’ speech and actions. Stories with objective narrators consist mostly of dialogue interspersed with

minimal description. First-Person Narration is a narrative or mode of storytelling in which the narrator

appears as the “I” recollecting his or her own part in the events related, either as a witness of the action or as

an important participant in it. The term is most often used of novels such as Bronte's Jane Eyre, in which the

narrator is also the central character. The narrator may be a major or minor character within the story and

therefore is an internal narrator. Notice that the first-person narrator may be telling a story mainly about

someone else or about his or her own experience.

Q: Why doesn't Charlotte Bronté's name appear on the 'Title page of the first edition' of Jane Eyre?
What kind of information does the ‘title page’ of the first publication of Jane Eyre include? |S5a¢4

The first edition of Jane Eyre, published in 1847, does not include Bronté’s real name. Instead, it is attributed

to "Currer Bell," a pseudonym she used to conceal her identity. During the Victorian era, female authors faced

discrimination and were often dismissed in literary circles. Bronté€ and her sisters adopted masculine-sounding

pseudonyms to ensure their work was taken seriously. She wished to avoid personal scrutiny and allow her

novel to be judged on its literary merit rather than her gender. Anonymity also protected her from social and

familial criticism for writing a novel with unconventional themes. The title page of the first publication

(1847) includes the novel’s full title: "Jane Eyre: An Autobiography". The phrase "Edited by Currer Bell,"

reinforcing its fictional autobiographical style. Therefore, the exclusion of Bronté’s name from the first

edition title page reflects gender constraints in Victorian literature. Publishing under "Currer Bell" allowed

Bronté to navigate societal prejudices, ensuring her novel was received with greater literary credibility.

Q: What is 'pseudony’ in Bronté in Jane Eyre?

Pseudonym is a fictitious name sometimes used by authors as an Alias for specific reasons. For example: the

name Currer Bell as used by Bront€ in Jane Eyre. A pseudonym is a fictitious name used by authors to conceal

their identity. Bronté published Jane Eyre (1847) under the pseudonym "Currer Bell." Women writers in the

19™ century were often not taken seriously or were expected to write within specific genres, such as romance

or domestic fiction. Bronté and her sisters (Emily as Ellis Bell and Anne as Acton Bell) adopted gender-

neutral pen names to avoid prejudice. Bront€ wanted her work to be judged on literary merit rather than

personal identity or gender. Using a pseudonym provided privacy and prevented public scrutiny. Victorian

publishers and readers favored male authors, making it difficult for women to gain recognition in serious
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fiction. The use of masculine-sounding names increased the chances of publication and critical acceptance.
Jane Eyre was widely praised upon publication, though speculation about the author's identity grew. Once
Bronté’s true identity was revealed, she faced increased public attention, but her literary reputation remained

strong. Therefore, Bronté’s use of "Currer Bell" as a pseudonym highlights the gender biases of the Victorian

era and the challenges women faced in publishing. The strategy allowed her to gain literary credibility,

ensuring Jane Eyre was received as a serious and influential novel.

Q: What is ‘plot’? What are its main parts? Elaborate on the ‘plot structure’ of Jane Eyre. |5t

Jane Eyre by Bronté follows the life of its protagonist, Jane Eyre, from her troubled childhood through her

experiences as a governess, her complicated relationship with Mr. Rochester, and her journey towards self-

discovery and independence. The term plot is used to refer to the way the author sequences and paces

the events so as to shape our response and interpretation. Even compact and simple plots have the same

five parts or phases as lengthy and complex plots. Exposition, introduction to Jane Eyre’s childhood, in

which Jane is orphaned and lives with her cruel aunt, Mrs. Reed, at Gateshead Hall. She suffers abuse from

her cousin John Reed and is sent away to Lowood school, a harsh institution for orphaned girls. At Lowood,

Jane befriends Helen Burns and endures the strict discipline of Mr. Brocklehurst, the school’s

superintendent. Rising Action, Jane matures at Lowood and becomes a teacher. She decides to seek a new

position as a governess and accepts a job at Thornfield Hall, where she meets its enigmatic owner, Mr.

Rochester. Jane develops feelings for Mr. Rochester, despite their differences in social status. Their

relationship deepens, but mysterious occurrences at Thornfield, such as the presence of a strange woman

and a fire, add tension to their romance. Jane discovers that Mr. Rochester is already married to Bertha

Mason, who is mentally unstable and confined to the attic. Feeling betrayed, Jane flees Thornfield and

finds refuge with the Rivers family. Climax, Jane learns that she has inherited wealth from her uncle, which

gives her newfound independence. She returns to Thornfield, only to find it in ruins after a fire set by

Bertha. Mr. Rochester has been injured and is living in seclusion. Jane and Mr. Rochester reconcile, and she

learns that he is now blind. Their love transcends societal conventions and they plan to marry. Falling

Action, Bertha’s death releases Mr. Rochester from his marriage, clearing the way for him to marry Jane.

However, Jane is hesitant to marry him while he is still disabled, feeling it would compromise their equality.

Resolution, Jane reunites with Mr. Rochester after his sight partially returns. They marry and start a family

together, finding happiness and fulfillment in each other’s company. The novel ends with Jane reflecting on

her journey and finding a sense of belonging and purpose in her marriage to Mr. Rochester, symbolizing her

attainment of personal and emotional fulfillment. In Jane Eyre, the exposition sets the stage for Jane’s

journey, the rising action builds tension through her experiences at Thornfield Hall, the climax reaches its

peak with the revelation of Mr. Rochester’s secret, the falling action addresses the aftermath of these

events, and the resolution provides closure as Jane finds love, independence, and self-realization.
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Throughout the novel, Bronté explores themes of social class, gender roles, and the pursuit of personal

autonomy, making Jane Eyre a timeless classic in literature.

Q: What defines a 'Bildungsroman'? What is a ‘bildungsroman’? Elaborate on the elements in Jane Eyre
that suggest it is a bildungsroman. |Siag4
A Bildungsroman, or coming-of-age novel, is a literary genre that follows a protagonist's psychological,

emotional, and moral development from childhood to adulthood. The genre, originating from German

literature, is often marked by a personal journey, social conflicts, and eventual self-actualization. Jane Eyre

by Bronté is a quintessential example of this genre, as it chronicles Jane’s evolution from an orphaned child

to an independent, self-assured woman. Jane’s development begins with her difficult childhood at Gateshead

Hall, where she faces cruelty from her aunt, Mrs. Reed. At Lowood Institution, she endures strict discipline

and loss, particularly the death of her friend Helen Burns, which strengthens her resilience and moral beliefs.

As a governess at Thornfield Hall, Jane experiences love and passion but also struggles with societal

constraints and class distinctions. Her moral crisis occurs when she discovers Mr. Rochester’s secret marriage,

forcing her to choose between love and self-respect. Jane’s departure from Thornfield symbolizes her journey

of self-reliance and independence. At Marsh End, she is tested by poverty and the rigid expectations of St.
John Rivers, ultimately rejecting a life of duty without love. Jane’s return to Rochester at Ferndean marks the
culmination of her journey, as she achieves love on her own terms as an equal, not a dependent.
Rochester’s blindness serves as a metaphor for his humbled state, reinforcing the theme of mutual respect and

equality in love. Therefore, Jane’s journey in Jane Eyre embodies the classic Bildungsroman structure,

illustrating a struggle for self-identity, independence, and moral integrity. Her clashes with societal

expectations and eventual achievement of self-awareness highlight Bront&’s critique of gender roles and class

structures in Victorian society. The novel’s enduring appeal lies in Jane’s resilience, autonomy, and pursuit

of love on her own terms, making her a revolutionary heroine of the 19" century.

Q: Why is Jane Eyre regarded as a classic novel? |55

Jane Eyre by Bronté is considered a classic for several compelling reasons. The novel features a richly

developed protagonist, Jane Eyre, who is a complex and relatable character. Her journey from an orphaned

and mistreated child to a strong. independent, and morally principled woman resonates with Readers. Jane

Eyre delves into important social and moral issues of the 19" century, including gender inequality, class

divisions, the treatment of orphans, and the limited options available to women. It challenges prevailing norms

and values of the time. The novel includes a compelling love story between Jane and Mr. Rochester, which

adds depth and emotional engagement to the narrative. The obstacles they face, including Mr. Rochester’s

dark secret, create tension and drama. Jane Eyre is often considered an early feminist novel. Jane’s

determination to assert her independence and self-worth in a society that restricts women’s choices is a central

theme. Her refusal to compromise her integrity is a strong feminist statement. The novel engages with moral
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and ethical dilemmas, including questions of justice, forgiveness, and personal integrity. Jane’s adherence to

her own principles, even when facing difficult choices, is a central aspect of her Character. The novel explores
the inner workings of its characters, providing insights into their thoughts and emotions. This psychological

depth adds complexity to the narrative. Bronté’s writing style is known for its vivid and evocative

descriptions, which help readers visualize the settings and characters. Her use of first-person narration allows
readers to intimately connect with Jane Eyre’s thoughts and experiences. The themes and issues raised in Jane
Eyre are timeless and relatable. Readers from various time periods and backgrounds can connect with the

themes of love, independence, and moral growth. The novel is structured as a bildungsroman, or a coming-

of-age story, which is a classic literary form. This structure allows readers to witness Jane’s personal and

moral development as she matures. Jane Eyre has maintained its popularity and relevance over the years. It

continues to be widely read and adapted into various forms of media, including films, television series, and
stage productions. Jane Eyre has had a profound influence on subsequent literature, particularly in the
development of the Gothic and romantic genres. It has inspired other authors and works of fiction. These
factors, therefore, among others, contribute to the enduring status of Jane Eyre as a classic of English

literature, making it a novel that continues to captivate and resonate with readers worldwide.

Q: What defines a 'Ekphrasis'? Charlotte Bronté in Jane Eyre?

Ekphrasis is a literary device that refers to the vivid, detailed description of visual art within a text. It often

serves to enhance themes, develop characters, or provide symbolic meaning by engaging the reader’s

imagination with visual elements. Bronté employs ekphrasis in Jane Eyre, particularly through Jane’s

paintings and sketches, which serve as a reflection of her inner emotions, psychological state and artistic

sensibility. Jane’s paintings are described in rich detail, often depicting dramatic, surreal, or melancholic

imagery that reflects her emotional turmoil and longing for freedom. Her art serves as a form of self-

expression and intellectual depth, distinguishing her as a thoughtful and creative protagonist. Jane’s sketches

of a shipwreck, a cormorant with a gold bracelet, and a cloud-covered moon symbolize her isolation, struggles

and subconscious desires. These visual elements foreshadow her turbulent relationship with Rochester and

her quest for independence. Rochester’s interpretation of Jane’s artwork reveals his recognition of her depth

and intelligence, strengthening their bond. The use of ekphrasis in the novel deepens the psychological and

thematic complexity, aligning Jane’s artistic vision with her internal conflicts. Therefore, Bronté’s use of

ekphrasis in Jane Eyre enhances characterization and thematic development, using Jane’s artwork as a mirror

to her emotions and societal struggles. Through these visual descriptions, Bronté bridges art and literature,

enriching the novel’s depth and psychological realism.

Q: What is 'ethnicity' in Bronté in Jane Eyre?

While Jane Eyre is not primarily a novel about ethnicity, Bronté incorporates racial and colonial themes,

particularly through Bertha Mason, the Creole woman from Jamaica, and references to British imperialism.
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Bertha, Rochester’s first wife, is often described using racialized and dehumanizing imagery, reinforcing

colonial anxieties of the 19" century. She is referred to as “dark,” “wild,” and “savage,” aligning with

Victorian stereotypes about Creole or non-European people. Her presence reflects British imperial attitudes,

where the Caribbean and its people were often seen as exotic, dangerous, and morally inferior. Colonialism

and British Superiority Rochester’s wealth and social standing are linked to colonial enterprises in the West

Indies, highlighting the economic benefits of imperialism. St. John Rivers' missionary work in India reflects

Victorian ideas of cultural superiority and the “civilizing” mission of the British Empire. The novel
primarily centers on British identity, with Jane depicted as an ideal Englishwoman rational, moral, and
self-controlled. Bertha, in contrast, is portrayed as irrational, passionate, and foreign, reinforcing ideas of

racial and cultural otherness. Therefore, ethnicity in Jane Eyre is explored through the lens of colonialism

and racial othering. particularly in the depiction of Bertha Mason and British imperial influence. Bronté’s

portrayal reflects Victorian racial attitudes, where non-European identities were marginalized, while

Englishness was idealized. However, modern readings critique these perspectives, recognizing the novel’s

role in reinforcing colonial hierarchies and racial stereotypes.

Q: What is "Genre and Subgenres'' in Charlotte Bronté in Jane Eyre?

Genre is a term, French in origin, that denotes types or classes of literature. According to Oxford English

Dictionary, genre is “A particular style or category of works of art: esp. a type of literary work characterized

by a particular form, style, or purpose". There are major literary genres such as fiction, poetry and drama.

Fiction, literary narratives which portray imaginary characters or events, written in prose. Poetry, a kind of
writing that aims to present ideas and evoke an emotional experience in the reader through the use of meter,
imagery, connotative and concrete words and a carefully constructed structure based on rhythmic patterns.
Drama, a drama is any work designed to be presented by actors on a stage. Similarly, ‘drama’ denotes a broad
literary genre that includes a variety of forms, from pageant and spectacle to tragedy and comedy, as well as
countless types and subtypes. The word subgenre applies to smaller divisions within a genre. Subgenres
of fiction (taking the length of the works into account) are novel, novella and short story. A novel is an
extended fictional prose narrative. There is no established minimum length for a novel, but it is normally at
least long enough to justify its publication in an independent volume, unlike the short story. It can be
distinguished from short stories and novellas by their greater length, which permits fuller, subtler development
of characters and themes. It is probably generally agreed that, in contemporary practice, a novel will be

between 60,000 words and 200,000. A novella is a fictional tale in prose, intermediate in length and

complexity between a short story and a novel, and usually concentrating on a single event or chain of events.
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It is probably generally agreed that, in contemporary practice, a novella will be 10,000 to 40,000 words. A
short story is a fictional prose tale of no specified length, but too short to be published as a volume on its
own. It may be concerned with a scene, an episode, an experience, an action, the exhibition of a character or
characters, the day’s events, a meeting, a conversation, or a fantasy. Edgar Allan Poe, who is sometimes called
the originator of the short story as an established genre, defined what he called “the prose tale” as a narrative
which can be read at one sitting of from half an hour to two hours, and is limited to “a certain unique or single
effect” to which every detail is subordinate. It is probably generally agreed that, in contemporary practice, a
short story will be over 1,000 Words, usually less than 10,000. Subgenres of fiction (taking the types of plots,
characters, settings into account) are bildungsroman, gothic fiction, detective fiction, historical fiction, science

fiction, romance.

Q: One element of Bronté’s technique in Jane Eyre is her ‘realism’. How and where does she use this
technique?

Realism is the portrayal of life with fidelity. Literary realism is a literary movement that represents reality

by portraying mundane, everyday experiences as they are in real life. It depicts familiar people, places, and

stories, primarily about the middle and lower classes of society. Literary realism seeks to tell a story as

truthfully as possible instead of dramatizing or romanticizing it. Psychological realism was a common literary

genre in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It is a kind of fiction which is for the most part
concerned with the spiritual, emotional and mental lives of the characters and with the analysis of character
rather than with the plot and the action. Many novelists during the last two hundred years have written

psychological novels.

Q: What is the major theme in Jane Eyre

The theme of a literary work is the central idea or statement that unifies and controls the entire work. It can

take the form of a brief and meaningful insight or a comprehensive vision of life. The central theme of Jane

Eyre is the quest for identity and independence, as Jane struggles to find a balance between passion, morality,

and social expectations while maintaining her autonomy. Firstly, Jane refuses to conform to Victorian

gender roles, asserting her right to self-respect, equality, and personal freedom. Her journey from an
orphaned child to a self-reliant woman represents the struggle for individuality in a restrictive society.
Secandly, Jane desires romantic love, but not at the cost of her integrity and independence. She rejects

Rochester when it would compromise her morals and declines St. John Rivers’ proposal, as it lacks genuine
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emotional connection. Thirdly, the novel critiques Victorian social hierarchy, showing how women,
especially those of lower status, had limited options. Jane challenges the expectation that women should be
passive, submissive, and dependent. Fourthy, Jane struggles with different models of Christianity. Helen
Burns represents passive faith and submission, and St. John Rivers embodies rigid duty and self-denial. Jane
ultimately finds a balanced moral path, choosing love and faith without losing her identity. Finally, Jane
longs for love and acceptance, seeking a place where she belongs emotionally and socially. Her
relationships whether with Mrs. Reed, Helen Burns, Rochester, or the Rivers family such as all shape her

understanding of family and emotional fulfillment. Therefore, the major theme of Jane Eyre is the pursuit of

selfhood and independence in a restrictive society. Bronté presents a strong, intelligent, and morally driven

heroine who navigates love, class, gender, and religion while staying true to herself. The novel’s enduring
significance lies in its exploration of women’s rights, social justice, and personal freedom, making it a timeless

literary work.

Q: What is the general temporal (time) and geographical (place) setting of this work of Fiction? How
do you know?

Time Period: Jane Eyre is set in the early 19™ century, likely between 1800 and 1830. This is evident from
the novel’s references to social structures, education, and religious values typical of the time. The presence of
horse-drawn carriages, candle-lit interiors, and class distinctions aligns with early Victorian England, though
the novel was published in 1847.

Geographical Setting (Place): The novel takes place in Northern England, structured around five key

locations. Gateshead Hall: Jane’s childhood home, where she faces cruelty from the Reed family. Lowood
Institution: A harsh boarding school where Jane endures hardship and loss but gains education and moral
strength. Thornfield Hall: Mr. Rochester’s grand estate, where Jane works as a governess and experiences
love and betrayal. Moor House (Marsh End): Home of the Rivers family, where Jane finds refuge and
discovers her inheritance. Ferndean Manor: Rochester’s secluded retreat, where Jane ultimately finds
equality and love on her own terms. However, Bront€ provides descriptive details of landscapes, architecture,
and weather, reinforcing the gothic and romantic atmosphere of rural England. The novel’s references to social
customs, class hierarchy, and religious ideologies reflect early 19™-century British society. Historical
elements, such as the harsh conditions of charity schools (Lowood) and discussions on women’s limited roles,

further confirm the time frame. Therefore, the setting of Jane Eyre has both temporally and geographically,

in which is essential to its themes of social class, gender inequality, and personal independence. The novel’s

early 19"-century Northern England backdrop provides the realistic and gothic atmosphere necessary for

Jane’s journey toward self-discovery and fulfillment.
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Q: Discuss the concept of Bildungsroman as a literary genre, focusing on its typical characteristics
and how it portrays the growth and development of the protagonist. In what ways does Charlotte
Bronté's Jane Eyre exemplify the Bildungsroman genre? Analyze specific elements of the novel that
contribute to its classification as a Bildungsroman and explore how Jane's life journey reflects the
genre's themes of self- discovery, moral growth, and personal independence?

Answer

The Bildungsroman, or "coming-of-age" novel, is a literary genre that explores the psychological, moral,

and social development of a protagonist from childhood to adulthood. The term originates from the German
words "Bildung" (formation) and "Roman" (novel). Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's Wilhelm Meister's
Apprenticeship (1795) is considered one of the earliest and most influential examples of the genre. The central
focus of a Bildungsroman is the protagonist’s self-discovery, struggles, and eventual realization of personal
identity within a structured social order. Bronté’s Jane Eyre is a quintessential Bildungsroman, chronicling
Jane’s journey from an orphaned child to a self-reliant and independent woman. Through her emotional,
moral, and intellectual growth, Jane challenges societal norms and ultimately forges her own path in a

restrictive Victorian society.

The Bildungsroman genre typically follows a pattern where the protagonist. Experiences childhood loss

or alienation, leaves home and embarks on a journey toward self-discovery, faces trials and conflicts that
shape their identity, undergoes moral and psychological growth and achieves self-awareness and personal
fulfillment. Bronté’s Jane Eyre perfectly exemplifies these characteristics, as Jane undergoes a long, arduous
journey toward independence and self-respect. The novel’s structure which moving through five different
locations (Gateshead, Lowood, Thornfield, Moor House, and Ferndean) mirrors Jane’s stages of development.

Jane’s journey begins at Gateshead Hall, where she is an orphan raised by her cruel aunt, Mrs. Reed. As an
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outsider in the Reed household, Jane suffers emotional and physical abuse, particularly from her cousin John
Reed. Her sense of alienation is reinforced by her passionate resistance to injustice, which is met with further
punishment. This early experience establishes Jane’s strong moral compass and desire for autonomy, setting

her on the path of self-discovery.

At Lowood Institution, Jane experiences harsh discipline, deprivation, and illness, but she also begins to
develop intellectually and morally. Her friendship with Helen Burns, who embodies Christian patience and
forgiveness, contrasts with Jane’s natural defiance and sense of justice. Helen’s death from tuberculosis is a
defining moment in Jane’s emotional growth, reinforcing her resolve to remain strong but also true to herself.
Lowood provides Jane with education and self-discipline, allowing her to transition from childhood to young
adulthood. As a governess at Thornfield Hall, Jane experiences a new sense of independence but also
encounters love and desire in her relationship with Mr. Rochester. Thornfield represents the tension between
passion and principle, Jane deeply loves Rochester, yet she refuses to compromise her self-respect when she
discovers his secret. Jane’s decision to leave Rochester, despite her love for him, marks a significant moment
in her moral growth. She chooses self-respect over emotional dependency, showcasing her determination to
remain True to her principles. At Moor House, Jane is tested by poverty, loneliness, and the temptation of
duty over desire. She meets St. John Rivers, a rigid and devout missionary who offers her a marriage based
on duty rather than love. Jane recognizes that marrying St. John would mean sacrificing her emotional and
personal freedom. Her rejection of his proposal signifies her final assertion of independence which she refuses
to live a life devoid of passion, proving her growth from an emotionally dependent girl to a self-aware woman.
In addition, Jane’s return to Rochester at Ferndean marks the culmination of her journey. By this time,
Rochester has lost his sight and been humbled by Thornfield’s destruction, symbolizing a power shift in their
relationship. Unlike before, Jane returns on her own terms, no longer a governess but an independent woman
with financial security and a clear sense of self. Her marriage to Rochester is based on mutual respect and

equality, completing her Bildungsroman journey.

Moreover, Jane’s journey revolves around finding her true self while resisting societal constraints. She
repeatedly chooses integrity over comfort, proving her commitment to personal growth. Jane moves from a
passionate, rebellious child to a self-controlled and morally steadfast woman. Her ability to balance reason
and emotion as seen in her rejection of Rochester and St. John demonstrates her development. Unlike
traditional heroines of Victorian literature, Jane values self-reliance over marriage or wealth. Her refusal to
be controlled by Rochester, St. John, or societal expectations makes her a groundbreaking female protagonist.
Throughout the novel, Jane struggles against class barriers, gender roles and moral expectations. She
ultimately defies the Victorian notion that women must be submissive, proving that personal integrity is more

important than social status.
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To conclude, Bronté’s Jane Eyre is a classic Bildungsroman, portraying the protagonist’s journey toward
self-awareness, moral integrity, and independence. Jane’s trials, emotional struggles, and personal victories
reflect the key elements of the genre. Through her defiance of social norms, pursuit of love on her own terms,
and unwavering self-respect, Jane embodies the spirit of a modern, self-reliant woman. Her transformation
from a neglected orphan to an empowered individual makes Jane Eyre a timeless novel that continues to

inspire discussions on identity, gender roles and personal growth.

Exame Essay:

Q: How does the “dual narrative point-of-view” (Jane as an adult recounting the story of Jane as a child)
affect the presentation of Jane’s experiences in the novel? Elaborate on the ‘dual I’ narrative technique in
Jane Eyre. What is ‘point-of-view’? What are the different types of it? What is the point-of-view used in
Jane Eyre? What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of this point-of-view? Explore the
significance of the point-of-view employed in Charlotte Bronté's Jane Eyre. How does the narrative
perspective shape the reader's understanding of the protagonist's experiences, emotions, and social

constraints throughout the novel?

Your answer must address the following questions:

a) What is the primary point-of-view used in Jane Eyre, and how does it affect the reader's understanding of the story?

b) In what instances does the narrative perspective shift or change within the novel, and what effect does it have on the
storytelling?

c) What insights into Jane's thoughts, emotions, and motivations are gained through the point of view used?

d) How does the narrative point-of-view influence the reader's perception of other characters in the story, such as Mr. Rochester
or Bertha Mason?

e) What advantages or disadvantages are associated with using this particular narrative point-of-view in Jane Eyre?

Answer

Point of view in literature refers to the perspective from which a story is told, shaping how readers
experience characters, events, and themes. Bronté’s Jane Eyre employs a first-person, dual narrative
perspective, where an older, reflective Jane recounts her life experiences from childhood to adulthood. This
"dual I'" technique allows for both immediacy and retrospective analysis, giving depth to Jane’s self-discovery
and moral growth. The choice of first-person narration enhances the novel’s emotional intensity and realism
while also presenting limitations due to Jane’s subjective viewpoint. This essay will analyze the impact of this

narrative technique on the novel’s storytelling, character development and thematic exploration.

Point of view is a critical narrative choice that affects a reader’s engagement with a story. First-Person
Narration, The story is told using "I", with the narrator directly participating in the events. Creates intimacy
and emotional depth, allowing readers direct access to the protagonist’s thoughts and feelings. On the other
hand, limits the reader’s knowledge to the narrator’s perspective, potentially creating bias or subjectivity.
Third-Person Limited Omniscient, the narrator is outside the story but focuses on the thoughts and
experiences of one or a few characters. Balances character intimacy with some narrative distance, offering
selective insights. On the other hand, restricts the scope of knowledge to particular characters. Third-Person

Omniscient, An all-knowing narrator has access to the thoughts of multiple characters. Provides a
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comprehensive view of the story. On the other hand, can feel impersonal or detached, making it harder for
readers to identify with one character deeply. Therefore, Bronté’s choice of first-person narration in Jane Eyre

significantly impacts the reader’s perception of events, characters, and themes.

Bronté employs a unique dual narrative perspective, where Jane narrates her life both as a young Jane
experiencing events in real-time, and an older, mature Jane reflecting on her past with wisdom and insight.
This technique provides a blend of immediacy and reflection, allowing readers to engage with both Jane’s
raw emotions and her mature analysis of events. Thus, readers experience Jane’s pain, joy, and moral
dilemmas directly through her voice. Jane frequently comments on her past naiveté, passions, and mistakes,
offering deeper insights into her moral and psychological growth. The narrative follows Jane’s development
from childhood to adulthood, reinforcing its Bildungsroman nature. Jane’s strong moral compass and sense
of justice are evident through her introspective narration. Her internal conflicts the love vs. independence,

passion vs. duty, in which are made clear, allowing readers to fully understand her choices and struggles.

Although Jane Eyre is consistently told from Jane’s perspective, Bronté subtly shifts the tone and level of
introspection based on Jane’s age and emotional state. The narration captures Jane’s sense of injustice and
alienation with vivid descriptions of her emotions and surroundings. Her reflection on Helen Burns’ death
shows her growth in understanding morality and endurance. Her inner turmoil between love and self-respect
is explored through dramatic self-reflections. Her conflict between duty and personal happiness is deeply
analyzed. A mature Jane narrates with clarity and certainty, indicating her growth and fulfillment. These shifts

in narrative tone enhance the reader’s perception of Jane’s maturity and self-awareness over time.

Moreover, the first-person perspective shapes how readers understand other characters, particularly. Since
Jane narrates from her own perspective, Rochester is initially portrayed as mysterious and complex, mirroring
her developing perception of him. His flaws and virtues are revealed gradually as Jane uncovers his secrets
and struggles with her feelings. Moreover, Bertha is described using gothic imagery, reinforcing her as an
ominous and tragic figure. Since Jane has limited knowledge of Bertha’s past, the reader only sees her through
Jane’s subjective lens, leading to a one-dimensional portrayal. Jane’s conflicted emotions toward St. John,
admiration for his devotion yet rejection of his lack of passion are clearly articulated through her internal

reflections The dual perspective allows older Jane to analyze St. John’s rigid nature more critically.

In addition, readers develop a deep connection with Jane’s character. Jane’s thoughts and moral dilemmas
are thoroughly explored. The Bildungsroman structure is reinforced through Jane’s reflective narration. The
subjective voice makes Jane’s experiences feel personal and relatable. On the other hand, readers only see
events through Jane’s eyes, leading to potential bias. Other characters’ motivations and backgrounds are not
fully explored. Some situations may be colored by Jane’s personal feelings, making them less objective.

Therefore, the first-person, dual I perspective is central to the novel’s impact. It enhances the theme of self-
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discovery, as Jane narrates her own growth and moral struggles. It fosters reader empathy, drawing them into
Jane’s emotional world and personal conflicts. It reinforces the feminist themes, showcasing Jane’s voice,
agency, and independence in a patriarchal society. It contributes to the Gothic atmosphere, as Jane’s subjective

experiences heighten mystery, suspense, and psychological tension.

To sum up, Bronté’s choice of a first-person, dual narrative perspective in Jane Eyre profoundly shapes
the novel’s emotional depth, thematic complexity, and reader engagement. The “dual I”” technique allows Jane
to narrate her experiences with both immediacy and retrospective wisdom, highlighting her growth from an
oppressed orphan to an independent woman. While this perspective limits the scope of the story to Jane’s
experiences, it ultimately strengthens the novel’s realism, intimacy, and psychological insight. Bronté’s
innovative use of subjective narration remains a defining feature of Jane Eyre, reinforcing its status as a

timeless literary masterpiece.

Exame Essay:

Q: Fully elaborate on the main ‘conflicts’, ‘protagonist’, and ‘antagonist’ in Jane Eyre. How are the
conflicts resolved by the end of the novel? Fully elaborate on the 'plot structure' of Charlotte Bronté's
Jane Eyre.

You’re answer must address the following questions:
a) How does Charlotte Bronté establish the exposition of the story and introduce the main characters?

b) What are the the novel? Events that constitute the rising action, leading to the climax?

¢) What is the climax or turning point of the plot in Jane Eyre, and how does it impact the protagonist's journey?
d) What events or revelations contribute to the falling action of the novel?

e) How does Charlotte Bronté resolve the major conflicts and storylines in the denouement or resolution?

Answer:

Bronté’s Jane Eyre is a classic Bildungsroman that follows the life journey of Jane Eyre, the novel’s
protagonist, as she struggles against societal constraints, personal challenges, and inner conflicts in her quest
for self-respect, love, and independence. The novel’s plot is structured around major conflicts both internal
and external that shape Jane’s character and influence her choices. The story is driven by Jane’s resilience in
the face of oppression and her search for emotional and social fulfillment, making it a compelling narrative of
personal growth. This essay explores the major conflicts, the protagonist and antagonist, and the plot structure

of Jane Eyre, highlighting how these elements contribute to the novel’s themes and resolution

Conlflict is central to the novel’s narrative tension and character development, as Jane faces multiple
challenges that test her morality, independence, and emotional strength. The novel contains both external and
internal conflicts that shape Jane’s journey. External conflict occurs when a character struggles against an
outside force, such as society, another character, or fate. Jane’s early struggle with her aunt, Mrs. Reed,
represents the first major external conflict in the novel. Mrs. Reed, resentful of Jane, treats her cruelly and

denies her affection and equality with her own children. Jane rebels against this treatment, refusing to accept
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social injustice and demanding recognition of her worth. At Lowood Institution, Jane faces institutional
oppression under Mr. Brocklehurst, who enforces harsh discipline and religious hypocrisy. Through education
and friendship with Helen Burns, Jane learns patience and self-discipline, strengthening her moral character.
Jane’s love for Mr. Rochester is complicated by the revelation of his marriage to Bertha Mason, a mentally ill
woman confined in the attic. This moment represents a moral and emotional crisis, where Jane must choose
between her love for Rochester and her integrity. St. John Rivers offers Jane a marriage based on duty rather
than love, urging her to accompany him as a missionary. Jane struggles to balance her sense of obligation with

her desire for personal happiness and love.

Therefore, Jane faces profound internal struggles as she navigates love, independence, and moral
dilemmas. Jane’s struggle for self-worth: She longs for love and belonging but refuses to sacrifice her dignity
for romantic or social acceptance. Jane’s emotional vs. rational self: She loves Rochester passionately but
refuses to become his mistress, choosing self-respect over passion. Jane’s decision about St. John’s proposal:
She questions whether duty should override personal happiness, ultimately deciding to follow her heart’s true
desire. These conflicts make Jane a complex and morally steadfast character, reinforcing the novel’s theme of
self-discovery and independence. Moreover, Jane Eyre is the novel’s central character and narrator. She is
depicted as intelligent, passionate, and morally strong, overcoming adversity while staying true to her
principles. She defies societal norms by valuing intelligence and moral integrity over wealth and class. She
refuses to be controlled by others whether Mrs. Reed, Mr. Brocklehurst, Mr. Rochester, or St. John Rivers.
Jane’s quest for equality and self-respect defines her character arc, making her one of literature’s most
enduring feminist heroines. While Jane’s journey is shaped by various antagonistic forces, these characters
serve to highlight her resilience and growth. Mrs. Reed embodies early cruelty and rejection, treating Jane as
an outsider in her own home. This conflict fuels Jane’s determination to seek a better life. Represents the
oppressive social order, using religion as a tool to subjugate and control young girls at Lowood. His hypocrisy
exposes the corrupt power structures of Victorian society. While not an antagonist in the traditional sense,
Bertha symbolizes the barriers to Jane’s happiness and Rochester’s past mistakes. Her presence forces Jane to
confront difficult moral choices, shaping her path to independence. Though well-intentioned, St. John
represents a rigid, passionless life that Jane rejects. His insistence on duty over love serves as Jane’s final test,

reaffirming her commitment to emotional fulfillment and autonomy.

Exposition, the novel begins at Gateshead Hall, where Jane is an orphan mistreated by her aunt and
cousins. She is sent to Lowood Institution, where she experiences hardship but gains education and moral

strength. Rising Action, Jane becomes a governess at Thornfield Hall, meeting Mr. Rochester, whom she

eventually falls in love with. Their growing romance is complicated by class differences and mysterious
occurrences in the house. Climax, Jane discovers Rochester’s secret wife, Bertha Mason, and refuses to

become his mistress despite her deep love for him. She flees Thornfield to preserve her self-respect,
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demonstrating her moral strength. Falling Action, Jane is taken in by the Rivers family, where she discovers

she has relatives and an inheritance. St. John proposes marriage, but Jane refuses, as she desires love, not duty.
Jane mysteriously hears Rochester’s voice calling her and decides to return to him. Resolution, Jane finds
Thornfield burned down and Rochester physically weakened but humbled. Their marriage is now one of
equality, as Jane is financially independent and Rochester is no longer dominant over her. The novel concludes

with Jane’s fulfillment—Ilove, autonomy, and self-respect.

To sum up, Bronté’s Jane Eyre is structured around major conflicts that shape Jane’s journey toward
independence and self-discovery. As the protagonist, Jane faces both external and internal challenges,
struggling against oppressive figures and societal expectations while navigating personal dilemmas. The plot
structure follows her development from a mistreated orphan to an empowered woman, with a climax centered
on moral integrity and self-respect. By the novel’s end, Jane achieves resolution, finding both love and equality
on her own terms. Bronté’s masterful use of conflict, character development, and plot progression makes Jane

Eyre a timeless exploration of identity, resilience, and moral strength.

Exame Essay:

Q: Elaborate on the character of the protagonist in Jane Eyre.
You’re answer must address the following questions:
a) Who is the protagonist? Why and how so?

b) Is the protagonist round or flat? Dynamic or static?

¢) Is the protagonist a likable character? Why or why not?

d) What are the protagonist's most distinctive traits, and what is most distinctive about her outlook and values?
e) What is it about the protagonist that creates internal and/or external conflict?

f)  How does Jane Eyre compare to Helen Burns?

g)  Why do you think Bronté chose to create these comparisons and contrasts?

Answer:

In Jane Eyre, Bront€ crafts a compelling protagonist, Jane Eyre, who embodies strength, intelligence, and
moral integrity. As the central character and narrator of the novel, Jane’s journey from a mistreated orphan to
an independent woman is the driving force of the story. Her internal and external conflicts, relationships with
other characters, and evolving sense of self all contribute to her depth and complexity. This essay will explore
Jane as a protagonist, analyzing her character type, development, likability, distinctive traits, conflicts and

comparisons with Helen Burns.

The protagonist of a literary work is the main character, whose experiences and development shape the
story. Jane Eyre is clearly the protagonist of the novel, as she narrates her life’s journey in the first person,
making the story deeply personal and introspective. Her struggles against societal norms, injustice, and

personal dilemmas that drive the novel’s central conflicts and themes. Jane’s quest for self-respect, love, and
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autonomy defines the narrative, making her both a strong heroine and a relatable figure. Moreover, Jane Eyre
is a round character because she possesses a complex personality, evolving emotions, and moral depth. Unlike
flat characters, who are defined by one or two traits, Jane displays contradictory qualities, in which she is both
passionate and rational, independent yet longing for love. Throughout the novel, readers gain insights into her
thoughts, fears, desires, and internal struggles, making her realistic and multi-dimensional. Jane is a dynamic
character, as she undergoes significant personal growth and transformation. She evolves from a rebellious,
mistreated child to a mature, self-assured woman who makes independent choices. Her values remain

consistent, but her understanding of the world and her place in it matures over time.

Jane Eyre’s likability depends on individual reader perspectives, but she is generally seen as an admirable,
strong-willed, and relatable protagonist. She values honesty, justice, and self-respect, refusing to compromise
her principles for personal gain. Despite suffering abuse and hardship, Jane remains determined and
optimistic. She is well-read, articulate, and emotionally deep, making her an engaging narrator. She rejects
traditional gender roles, proving that women can be self-reliant and strong-willed. Some may see her as too
headstrong or unwilling to compromise. Her strict moral code can make her seem rigid or overly self-
sacrificing. Overall, Jane is a deeply compelling and inspiring character, even if some readers might find her

too serious or moralistic.

In addition, Jane’s character is defined by several distinctive traits that set her apart from traditional 19"
century heroines. Jane values self-reliance over wealth or status. She refuses to become Rochester’s mistress,
proving that she prioritizes integrity over passion. Jane possesses strong emotions, but she also learns to
control them through experience. Her love for Rochester is deep and passionate, but she refuses to let it
compromise her self-worth. As an avid reader and critical thinker, Jane questions social norms and strives for
personal fulfillment beyond societal expectations. Jane stands up against injustice, whether against Mrs. Reed,
Mr. Brocklehurst, or society’s expectations for women. She follows her own moral compass, refusing to be
controlled by others. These qualities make her an empowered and revolutionary female protagonist,
particularly for a Victorian novel. Jane loves Rochester but refuses to compromise her values for him. She
struggles with balancing religious morality and personal desires. St. John Rivers’ proposal forces her to decide
between self-sacrifice and personal fulfillment. Early rejection and mistreatment fuel Jane’s desire for
belonging and justice. She resists oppression and religious hypocrisy at Lowood. She refuses to marry for
status or become dependent on a man. Her biggest moral conflict arises when she chooses integrity over love
upon discovering Bertha Mason. Jane’s ability to overcome these conflicts makes her a strong and morally
upright protagonist. In addition, Helen Burns, Jane’s friend at Lowood, serves as a contrast to Jane’s
passionate and rebellious nature. Helen’s calm faith contrasts with Jane’s fiery spirit, providing Jane with a
different perspective on endurance and morality. Jane begins as rebellious but learns from Helen’s patience

and moral strength. Helen’s passive acceptance vs. Jane’s active resistance illustrates different ways of

16|Page


https://wa.me/96551148200

) VLW M :pSes WlasloT: 51148200
o https://wa.me/96551148200 B

ISTITUTE FO
il cujaill ¢jgq Gid)6 amen

navigating hardship. The contrast reinforces themes of justice, morality, self-worth, and religious belief. By
presenting these contrasting personalities, Bronté enriches Jane’s character development and the novel’s

philosophical depth.

To sum up, Jane Eyre is a remarkable and multifaceted protagonist, making Jane Eyre a compelling
Bildungsroman of personal growth and self-discovery. As a round and dynamic character, she evolves from
a mistreated orphan to an independent woman, maintaining her moral convictions, intelligence, and emotional
depth throughout the novel. Her internal and external conflicts shape her strength and resilience, making her
one of the most enduring heroines in literature. Through comparisons with Helen Burns, Bronté emphasizes
different approaches to morality, endurance, and justice, further enriching Jane’s complex character arc.
Therefore, Jane’s journey toward self-respect, love, and independence solidifies her status as a pioneering

feminist figure and an unforgettable literary protagonist.
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