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Twelfth Night: Chapter 1 & 2

Exame Essay:

Q: Your essay should highlight Shakespeare's significance and lasting impact on literature and
culture. Discuss Shakespeare's status as a 'classic writer' by addressing the following:

You’re answer must address the following questions:

a) Define 'literary classics'. What is a literary classic?

b) Define the 'literary canon'. What is a literary canon'?

c) Identify the characteristics that make Shakespeare's plays canonical.

d) Analyze his influence on literature and culture throughout history.

e) Examine how his themes and characters resonate with audiences across different time periods.

f) Describe the unique and timeless aspects of Shakespeare's writing style.

Answer:

Literary classics are timeless works of literature that have stood the test of time and continue to resonate
with readers across generations. These works hold a significant place in the literary canon, which comprises

the esteemed collection of texts recognized for their enduring artistic and intellectual value.

Defining Literary Classics is a term related, rather confusingly, to the discipline known as Classics or
Classical Studies. Or belonging to the highest class; approved as a model’. An artist or literary production of
the first rank. A classic is outstanding of its kind, displaying technical mastery. By contrast, at the top of this
imaginary hierarchy, the ‘high’ literary classic is felt to be a serious and important book that has stood the test
of time, a treasured repository of shared cultural wisdom or moral understanding to be passed on down the
generations. Literary classics are renowned works of literature that have achieved a lasting impact and
continue to be widely read and studied. They often possess qualities such as profound themes, well-developed
characters, rich language, and intricate narratives. These works transcend their historical context and maintain

relevance, addressing universal themes and exploring the depths of the human condition.

Together, individual literary classics and classic authors make up what is known as the canon. Within
literary studies, the canon is a collection of works that are considered to be culturally authoritative. There are
different canons. Shakespeare’s works, and indeed Shakespeare as an author, have long been part of the canon
of English literature, but he is also part of the canon of Western literature, and nowadays he is a strong
contender to head up the select canon of world literature. One outstanding example of this is the poet and
novelist Walter Scott who was once considered to rival Shakespeare, and who certainly did rival

Shakespeare’s global influence over the nineteenth century. However, few nowadays have read even his most
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influential novel Ivanhoe. The literary canon, and the classics that make it up, are in fact in a state of constant
making and remaking. This is because the canon of classics serves, in the main, as a shorthand for an idea of
‘essential cultural inheritance’. What a culture chooses to describe as its inheritance depends on what it
currently finds valuable. A classic may apparently be an old text, but it is in fact thoroughly contemporary,
retooled continually for new contexts and new readers. In fact, as the chapters in this block argue, a work
achieves and retains classic status not because it is a perfectly formed fossil, but because it is remarkably good
at sparking controversy and revealing uncanny topicality. However, the literary Canon represents a collection
of works that are considered central to a particular literary tradition or culture. It encompasses the texts that
have been deemed important and influential by scholars, critics, and readers. The canon is shaped by a variety
of factors, including cultural, historical, and social contexts, as well as literary merit. It serves as a guidepost
for understanding the evolution of literature and provides a framework for literary analysis and interpretation.

However, the canon is not fixed and has evolved over time to include more diverse voices and perspectives.

In addition, literary classics hold immense significance due to several reasons. Firstly, they serve as a
record of human experiences, providing insights into different historical periods, social dynamics, and cultural
contexts. These works capture the thoughts, emotions, and struggles of individuals and societies, offering
readers a window into the past and fostering empathy and understanding. Secondly, literary classics contribute
to the formation of cultural identity and collective memory. They often reflect and shape the values, beliefs,
and ideals of a particular era or community. These works become touchstones for cultural discourse, inspiring
discussions on important issues and encouraging critical thinking. Additionally, literary classics offer
aesthetic pleasures through their skilled use of language, innovative storytelling techniques, and thought-
provoking themes. They inspire and challenge readers, inviting them to engage with complex ideas and
contemplate the human condition. Moreover, these works provide a foundation for literary education, offering
students a repertoire of texts to study, analyze, and interpret. For example, the power of classics to be familiar
with the classics of English literature is to come into a very rich and remarkable cultural inheritance. The case
of Virginia Woolf is more complicated. Although she was appreciated in her day by a group of writers and
artists called The Bloomsbury Group, she fell foul of the novelistic norms and conventions of the day and was
not considered by many to be as ‘good’ a writer as, for example, her contemporary Arnold Bennett. Many
critics did not know how to read her writing or what to do with it. However, a century or so later, Bennett has
largely been forgotten, and Woolf is considered one of the greats of modernist fiction. The case of Woolf and
Bennett suggests that the canon can change and that with time a writer’s work can either increase or decrease
in value.While the literary canon is revered for its recognition of literary excellence, it has also faced criticism
for its historical biases and limited representation of marginalized voices. Scholars and readers have called

for a more inclusive canon that encompasses works by women, people of color, and other underrepresented
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groups. This expansion aims to address the gaps in existing literary traditions and provide a more

comprehensive understanding of human experiences and perspectives.

Therefore, Shakespeare is widely regarded as one of the most important and influential writers in history.
His works have stood the test of time, remaining relevant across centuries and cultures. His status as a classic
writer is rooted in his ability to explore universal human themes, create unforgettable characters, and shape
the development of literature and drama. His significance as a classic writer comes from his ability to explore
timeless human emotions, create unforgettable characters, and shape literature and culture in lasting ways.
His plays are central to the literary canon because they offer profound insights into love, ambition, identity,
and morality. His influence spans centuries, impacting drama, poetry, storytelling, and even modern media.
With his unique writing style and universal themes, Shakespeare remains one of the greatest and most
enduring literary figures in history. Twelfth Night explores timeless themes that are still relevant today, such
as love, identity, gender roles, and the complexities of human relationships. The play’s exploration of these
universal themes allows it to resonate with audiences across different time periods. The play features a cast
of memorable and complex characters, each with their own motivations and desires. Characters like Viola,
Olivia, Orsino, and Malvolio are well-drawn and continue to captivate audiences with their depth and
complexity. Twelfth Night is a comedy known for its wit, wordplay, and humor. Shakespeare’s clever use of
language and humor, including mistaken identities, disguises, and pranks, contributes to its enduring appeal.
The play’s humor transcends cultural and linguistic barriers. The play delves into the theme of gender and
identity. Through the character of Viola, who disguises herself as a man, Cesario. This exploration of gender
roles and the fluidity of identity was ahead of its time and continues to be of interest in modern discussions
of gender and sexuality. Twelfth Night weaves together multiple subplots and storylines, making it a rich and
intricate narrative. The interplay of these subplots adds depth and complexity to the play, keeping audiences
engaged and entertained. Music is an integral part of Twelfth Night, and Shakespeare incorporated songs and
musical interludes into the play. This adds to the play’s charm and offers opportunities for creative
interpretation in various productions. Twelfth Night has been consistently performed and adapted for centuries.
Its enduring popularity is evident in the numerous stage productions, film adaptations, and literary
reimaginings that continue to be created. The play’s title, Twelfth Night, refers to the festive celebrations that
took place on the twelfth night after Christmas during Shakespeare’s time. The play captures the spirit of
revelry, merriment, and social inversion associated with these celebrations, offering a glimpse into the cultural
and historical context of the period. Shakespeare’s masterful use of language, poetic devices, and verse form
in Twelfth Night showcases his literary genius. The play’s rich and lyrical language has made it a favorite
among those who appreciate the beauty of the English language. Twelfth Night explores various facets of love,
including romantic love, unrequited love, self-love, and the complexities of human desire. These explorations

resonate with audiences who continue to grapple with the intricacies of love.
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To sun up, literary classics and the literary canon play a vital role in preserving, celebrating, and advancing
the literary heritage of societies. They are revered for their enduring value, providing insights into human
experiences, influencing cultural discourse, and shaping our understanding of the world. While the canon
continues to evolve, it is crucial to recognize and include a diverse range of voices to ensure a more inclusive
representation of the human experience. By engaging with literary classics and critically examining the canon,
we can deepen our appreciation for literature's power to inspire, challenge, and connect us across time and

space.

Q: Analyze the plot structure of Shakespeare's Twelfth Night by examining its key components: exposition. Inciting
incident, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution, Discuss how each element contributes to the
development of the story and the complexities of the characters, with particular emphasis on the themes of love and
identity. Additionally, explore the various types of conflicts such as internal and external tha drive the plot forward
and shape character interactions. Finally, reflect on how this structure enhances the overall comedic effect and
emotional impact of the play.

Q: Elaborate on the plot structure of Twelfth Night? Analyze the plot structure of Shakespeare's Twelfth
Night by examining its key components: "exposition. Inciting incident, rising action, climax, falling action, and
resolution", Discuss how each element contributes to the development of the story and the complexities of the
characters, with particular emphasis on the themes of love and identity. Additionally, explore the various
""types of conflicts-such as internal and external-that drive the plot" forward and shape character interactions.
Finally, reflect on how this structure enhances the overall comedic effect and emotional impact of the play.
You’re answer must address the following questions:

a) What is the role of exposition in establishing the plot structure of Twelfth Night?

b) How does the plot of Twelfth Night progress from the exposition to the climax?

¢) What is the climax of the play?

d) How does the falling action bring about resolution and closure to the plot?

e) What is the central conflict in the plot of Twelfth Night?

f)  How does the use of dramatic irony contribute to the tension and development of the plot in Twelfih Night?

Answer:

Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night is a complex and engaging comedy that employs a well-structured plot, driven
by themes of love, identity, and deception. The play follows a classic five-act structure that includes
exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. This structure enhances the

comedic elements and emotional depth of the play while exploring both internal and external conflicts.

The exposition in Twelfth Night is primarily established in Act I, where Shakespeare introduces the main
characters and sets up the central conflicts. The play begins with Duke Orsino’s famous line, "If music be the
food of love, play on". This establishes Orsino’s unrequited love for Olivia and sets the tone for the theme of
romantic pursuit. Simultaneously, the exposition introduces Viola, who has been shipwrecked and believes
her twin brother, Sebastian, is dead. She disguises herself as a young man, Cesario, to serve Orsino, thereby

initiating one of the play’s key identity-related conflicts. The audience also learns of Olivia’s mourning for
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her brother and her refusal to accept Orsino’s courtship. Thus, the exposition lays the groundwork for the

play’s primary conflicts, including mistaken identities, unrequited love, and social deception.

The plot moves from exposition into the inciting incident when Viola (as Cesario) enters Orsino’s court
and is tasked with wooing Olivia on his behalf. This creates the central love triangle; Orsino loves Olivia,
Olivia falls in love with Cesario, and Viola secretly loves Orsino. As the rising action develops, comedic
subplots emerge, particularly the prank played on Malvolio by Maria, Sir Toby, and Sir Andrew. These
interactions provide comic relief while reinforcing the themes of deception and mistaken identity. Viola’s

disguise also leads to escalating misunderstandings, particularly when Olivia actively pursues "Cesario".

The climax occurs in Act IV, Scene I1I, when Sebastian, Viola’s twin, arrives in Illyria. His resemblance
to Cesario leads to chaos as Olivia mistakes him for Viola and hastily marries him. This moment of heightened
confusion culminates in Act V when Viola and Sebastian finally reunite, and the truth about Viola’s disguise
is revealed. The climax is crucial because it resolves the dramatic tension built throughout the play. The
various mistaken identities and romantic entanglements come to a head, forcing the characters to confront

their true feelings and misunderstandings.

The falling action begins as the misunderstandings are unraveled in Act V. Orsino realizes Cesario is
actually Viola, and he shifts his affection from Olivia to Viola, leading to their engagement. Olivia, already
married to Sebastian, joyfully accepts the outcome. The subplot involving Malvolio is also resolved as he is
released from his imprisonment, though he exits angrily, swearing revenge. The resolution ties up the romantic
and comedic elements. The final scene features marriage announcements and reconciliations, a hallmark of
Shakespearean comedy. However, Malvolio’s bitter departure adds a touch of social commentary, suggesting

that not all characters in a comedy find a happy ending.

In addition, the play’s central conflict revolves around identity and love. Viola’s disguise as Cesario creates
confusion, challenging traditional gender roles and social expectations. The love triangle involving Orsino,
Olivia, and Viola is another major source of tension, as characters struggle with unrequited love. Additionally,
Twelfth Night contains external conflicts, such as Malvolio’s humiliation at the hands of Maria and Sir Toby,
and the confrontation between Sir Andrew and Cesario. These conflicts drive the comedic elements and create

moments of dramatic tension.

Dramatic irony is a key device in Twelfth Night, heightening the tension and comedic effect. The audience
is aware that Cesario is actually Viola, which makes Olivia’s romantic advances towards her/him especially
humorous and ironic. Moreover, dramatic irony enhances the emotional impact of Viola’s love for Orsino.

When Orsino confides in Cesario about his love for Olivia, the audience understands Viola’s internal struggle,
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which adds depth to her character. The irony reaches its peak when Sebastian arrives, as other characters

continue to mistake him for Cesario, leading to humorous but also dramatic consequences.

To sum up, the structured progression of Twelfth Night, from exposition to resolution which allows for a
balance between comedic misunderstandings and emotional depth. The conflicts surrounding love and identity
create engaging moments of humor and dramatic tension. Shakespeare masterfully uses dramatic irony and
mistaken identity to enhance both the comedic and romantic elements of the play, leading to a satisfying
resolution for most characters. By the end, the play affirms themes of love’s unpredictability and the fluidity

of identity, reinforcing its status as one of Shakespeare’s greatest romantic comedies.

Exame Essay:
Q: Fully elaborate on the role of Malvolio in Shakespeare's Twelfth Night and explain what type of

worldview he represent?
You’re answer must address the following questions:
a) Who is Malvolio in Shakespeare's Twelfth Night?

b) What are some defining characteristics and personality traits of Malvolio?

¢) What are Malvolio's ambitions and desires in the play?

d) What are some instances where Malvolio's self-importance and desire for social advancement are evident?
e) How does Malvolio's character reflect a particular worldview?

f) How does Malvolio's worldview contrast with other characters in the play?

g) What role does Malvolio play in the overall plot?

Answer:

Malvolio is one of the most intriguing characters in Twelfth Night, standing apart from the play’s
lighthearted romance and comedic revelry. His role as a figure of social ambition, self-righteousness, and
rigid morality contrasts sharply with the play’s themes of love, disguise, and festive celebration. By examining
his character, we can understand the broader worldview he represents and how it clashes with the values of

other characters in the play.

Malvolio is the steward of Olivia’s household. He is responsible for maintaining order and discipline, often
acting as a stern, humorless authority figure. Unlike many of the other characters who indulge in love, music,
and revelry, Malvolio represents a strict, puritanical approach to life. His interactions with Olivia, Sir Toby,
Maria, and other characters highlight his rigid and self-important nature, making him the perfect target for

one of the play’s most famous comedic subplots.

Malvolio’s personality is shaped by several key traits. He sees himself as morally superior, often looking
down on others, particularly Sir Toby and his companions. Malvolio harbors aspirations of rising above his
current status, dreaming of marriage to Olivia as a means of achieving power and social elevation. He believes

himself to be more intelligent, refined, and deserving than others, leading to his arrogance. Unlike the other
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characters, Malvolio is humorless and disdainful of entertainment and joy. Despite his self-proclaimed
wisdom, he is easily tricked by Maria’s letter, which leads to his downfall. These traits make him both a comic
figure and a tragic one, as his strict adherence to social order prevents him from enjoying the play’s festive

world.

Malvolio’s main ambition is social advancement. He fantasizes about marrying Olivia, not necessarily out
of love, but because it would elevate him to a position of power. His vision of becoming "Count Malvolio",
is revealed when he reads the fake letter, supposedly written by Olivia, "To be Count Malvolio!". This desire
for social mobility is in stark contrast to the play’s other characters, who are motivated by love, pleasure, or

adventure. Malvolio’s ambition makes him blind to the trick being played on him, exposing his vanity.

Moreover, Malvolio frequently displays his self-importance, especially in his interactions with others.
Malvolio looks down on Sir Toby, Maria, and Feste, believing himself to be more disciplined and superior.
In Act II, Scene III, he scolds them for their late-night drinking and revelry. His arrogance makes him an
outsider in a play that celebrates joy and disorder. When Malvolio finds Maria’s fake letter, he immediately
assumes that Olivia loves him. The letter advises him to wear yellow stockings and smile excessively things
Olivia despises. His eagerness to follow these absurd commands showcases his blind ambition. After reading
the letter, Malvolio starts acting as if he is already Olivia’s superior. He treats Sir Toby with open contempt

and speaks to Olivia in an exaggeratedly superior tone, believing she secretly loves him.

Malvolio represents a Puritanical, rigid worldview that values order, hierarchy, and self-discipline over
joy, spontaneity, and human connection. His disdain for revelry aligns with the attitudes of Puritans in
Shakespeare’s time, who opposed theater and entertainment. His worldview suggests that personal ambition
and self-righteousness can be isolating. Unlike other characters who embrace love, humor, and self-discovery,

Malvolio’s pursuit of power leads to humiliation and alienation.

Malvolio’s strictness is the opposite of the play’s themes of love, disguise, and revelry. Sir Toby embodies
excess, drinking, and merriment, while Malvolio represents discipline and self-control. Their conflict
represents the struggle between strict social order and festive chaos. Feste, the fool, embraces wit and
playfulness. Malvolio, on the other hand, fails to appreciate humor, making him a natural target for Feste’s
mockery. Viola’s disguise as Cesario is motivated by survival and love, showing adaptability and emotional
depth. Malvolio’s self-deception, however, is motivated by selfish ambition. While characters like Orsino,
Viola, and Olivia learn and grow throughout the play, Malvolio remains rigid, ultimately leaving the stage

humiliated and resentful.

Malvolio’s subplot serves multiple functions in Twelfth Night. The trick Maria, Sir Toby, and Feste play

on Malvolio provides some of the play’s most memorable comedic moments. His exaggerated self-importance
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makes him an easy target for ridicule. Malvolio’s story offers a stark contrast to the joyous celebrations
surrounding love and disguise. His punishment that being locked in a dark room and mocked which adds a
darker element to the play’s comedy. Shakespeare critiques both Malvolio’s arrogance and the cruelty with
which he is treated. His downfall highlights the limitations of rigid self-righteousness and the danger of
excessive social ambition. Unlike the other characters, Malvolio does not find happiness or redemption. His
final words, “I’ll be revenged on the whole pack of you”, leave the audience questioning whether the play’s

comedy comes at an unfair cost.

To conclude, Malvolio’s role in Twelfth Night is both comedic and tragic. His ambition and self-importance
make him a perfect target for ridicule, but his final departure suggests that Shakespeare is also critical of the
excessive cruelty he faces. His character represents a worldview of discipline and order, clashing with the
play’s themes of joy and transformation. By the end of the play, while love and happiness triumph for most
characters, Malvolio remains an isolated figure, providing a thought provoking contrast to the play’s otherwise

lighthearted resolution.

Exame Essay:

Q: By dressing Viola in male clothes, Shakespeare creates endless sexual confusion in Twelfth Night.
Discuss the role of mistaken identity in this play and explain who is mistaken for whom, and what do
these mix-ups signify?

You’re answer must address the following questions:

a) What does "concealment" mean in Twelfth Night?

b) What can the changing of clothes symbolize?

¢) What were the gender norms in Shakespeare's times?
d) Why does Viola disguise herself as man?

e) How are female characters portrayed in the play?

f) How does Shakespeare play with gender roles?

Answer:

In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare masterfully employs disguise and mistaken identity to create comedic
confusion and explore deeper themes of love, gender, and identity. By having Viola disguise herself as
Cesario, the play blurs traditional gender roles and challenges societal norms, leading to a series of
misunderstandings and emotional entanglements. These mix-ups highlight the fluidity of identity and the

complexities of human desire.

Concealment in 7Twelfth Night refers to the deliberate hiding of true identities, emotions, and intentions.

Viola’s disguise as Cesario is the most prominent example, as she conceals her gender to navigate Illyria
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safely. However, concealment extends beyond physical disguises. Malvolio hides his ambition but later
reveals it foolishly. Olivia hides her feelings at first but then openly pursues Cesario. Feste disguises himself
as Sir Topas, adding to the play’s deceptions. This theme of concealment drives the plot forward and creates

comic and dramatic tension, showing how people manipulate appearances for love, power, or survival.

The act of changing clothes in Twelfth Night symbolizes transformation, fluidity, and the instability of
identity. Viola’s male attire allows her to move freely in a male-dominated society but also complicates her
emotions and relationships.Some symbolic meanings of changing clothes in the play include Viola, as a
woman, is vulnerable in Illyria. Disguising herself as Cesario allows her to enter Orsino’s court safely. Olivia
falls in love with Cesario, unaware of her true identity, while Orsino forms an emotional bond with Cesario,
not realizing he is actually falling for Viola. The constant mix-ups suggest that gender roles are not as rigid
as society assumes. Attraction in the play is based on emotions and personality rather than biological sex.
Malvolio’s ridiculous costume change symbolizes his desire to rise above his station, but it ultimately leads

to his humiliation.

During Shakespeare’s time (the Elizabethan era), society had strict gender norms. Women had limited rights
and were expected to be obedient, modest, and dependent on male guardians (fathers, brothers, or husbands).
Men dominated public life and held positions of power in politics, military, and business. Women were rarely
seen in the theater; in fact, female roles were played by young male actors, adding another layer of gender
ambiguity to the play. In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare subverts these norms by allowing Viola (disguised as
Cesario) to take on a male role and speak freely, challenge Orsino’s views on love, and even woo Olivia on

his behalf.

Viola’s decision to disguise herself as Cesario serves multiple purposes. After being shipwrecked, she finds
herself in an unfamiliar land and believes her twin brother, Sebastian, is dead. Disguising herself as a man
allows her to find work and protect herself. As a woman, she would not have been able to serve the Duke. Her
disguise allows her to enter his household and interact with him directly. As Cesario, Viola is able to speak
and act in ways that women of the time could not. She openly debates love with Orsino and interacts with
Olivia in a manner that would be inappropriate for a woman. Thus, the disguise creates complications as

Olivia falls in love with Cesario, and Orsino forms a deep bond with his page, unaware of Viola’s true identity.

However, Shakespeare’s female characters in Twelfth Night are strong, intelligent, and independent, despite
societal limitations. Viola is the play’s most dynamic and resourceful character. Her wit, intelligence, and
adaptability allow her to navigate the challenges of Illyria. She demonstrates emotional depth, particularly in
her love for Orsino, but also maintains control over her own fate. Initially portrayed as mourning and passive,
Olivia quickly becomes an assertive and passionate character. She actively pursues Cesario and does not

hesitate to take control of her romantic desires. Olivia’s clever maid plays a significant role in the comedic
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subplot. She masterminds the prank on Malvolio, showcasing her intelligence and ability to manipulate social
power dynamics. Unlike the traditional passive female roles in Shakespeare’s time, Twelfth Night presents

women who challenge expectations, displaying wit, strength, and autonomy.

Shakespeare blurs and challenges gender roles throughout 7welfth Night. Viola (as Cesario) shows that
gender is performative. When disguised as a man, she successfully navigates Illyrian society, proving that
many gender restrictions are socially constructed. Orsino exhibits both masculine and feminine traits. Despite
being the male authority figure, Orsino is deeply emotional, poetic, and obsessed with love traits traditionally
associated with femininity. Rather than waiting to be wooed, she actively pursues Cesario (Viola), showing
an assertiveness uncommon for women of her time. Olivia falls in love with Cesario, but when she
unknowingly marries Sebastian (Viola’s twin brother), she does not question the substitution, reinforcing the
idea that attraction is based on personality and perception rather than gender. He plays with words and
identities, reinforcing the idea that reality and appearances are often deceptive. Through these examples,

Shakespeare suggests that gender is not fixed but rather flexible, shaped by context and perception.

To conclude, the mistaken identities in Twelfth Night serve both comedic and thematic purposes. The
Fluidity of Identity: Gender roles and societal expectations are shown to be artificial. Viola convincingly plays
a man, Orsino unknowingly falls in love with someone he believes to be male, and Olivia’s affections quickly
transfer from Cesario to Sebastian. Characters fall in love not with physical appearances but with personalities
and behaviors. Olivia loves Cesario for his sensitivity, and Orsino values Cesario’s companionship,
unknowingly falling for Viola. Love in Twelfth Night is unpredictable and irrational. Characters fall in love
based on disguises, mistaken identities, and mere appearances, reinforcing the theme that love is beyond logic.
Therefore, Shakespeare uses mistaken identity and gender disguise to challenge conventions, create humor,
and explore deeper questions about human nature. The play’s resolution where true identities are finally
revealed, restores social order, but the lingering implications about love and gender remain thought-

provoking.

Exame Essay:

Q: Fully elaborate on Shakespeare's language and explain what is so special about it?
You’re answer must address the following questions:
a) What are some distinguishing features of Shakespeare's language?

b) What are some common poetic devices used by Shakespeare in his Twelfth Night, such as symbols, allusions, metaphors,
similes, and personification

¢) How does Shakespeare's language reflect the characters' personalities, emotions, motivations, and inner thoughts?

d) What impact does the use of blank verse and prose have on the characterization and tone in Shakespeare's Twelfth Night?

Answer:
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Shakespeare’s language is one of the most remarkable aspects of his literary genius. His mastery of poetic
devices, wordplay, and rhetorical flourishes allows him to create dynamic characters, explore deep emotions,
and construct vivid imagery. In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare’s linguistic craftsmanship enhances both the

comedic and dramatic elements of the play, shaping the themes of love, identity and deception.

Shakespeare’s language in Twelfth Night is marked by several distinctive characteristics. Shakespeare
coined and popularized many words and phrases still in use today. His language is rich with puns, double
meanings, and wordplay, often used to create humor and irony. For example, the Fool (Feste) frequently plays
with language, twisting meanings and making insightful jokes. His metaphors are often complex and multi-
layered, enriching the themes and emotions of the play. For example, Orsino’s famous opening lines use
metaphor to describe love as an appetite, “If music be the food of love, play on". Shakespeare employs
techniques such as iambic pentameter, rhetorical questions, and parallel structures to add musicality and
dramatic impact to his dialogue. Therefore, Shakespeare strategically switches between verse and prose to

distinguish between social classes, moods and tones.

In addition, Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night is filled with literary devices that enhance its meaning and impact.
Some of the most commonly used devices include. Viola’s male attire symbolizes transformation, deception,
and the fluidity of identity. The letter trick played on Malvolio symbolizes the theme of self-deception and
the folly of ambition. Shakespeare frequently alludes to classical mythology and biblical references. For
example, orsino compares Olivia to Diana, the Roman goddess of chastity, to emphasize her unattainability.
Love is metaphorically likened to the sea, signifying its vast, uncontrollable nature. “O spirit of love, how
quick and fresh art thou, That, notwithstanding thy capacity, Receiveth as the sea". Used to create vivid
comparisons that enhance meaning. “Make me a willow cabin at your gate, And call upon my soul within the
house”. Viola compares herself to a willow tree, symbolizing love and mourning. Moreover, Shakespeare
gives human qualities to abstract concepts to heighten emotional expression. “My desire, More sharp than

filed steel, did spur me forth". Desire is personified as something sharp and motivating.

Shakespeare’s characters in Twelfth Night express their emotions, personalities, and internal conflicts
through their speech. Orsino’s language is full of poetic metaphors about love, showing his emotional and
idealistic nature. His opening soliloquy is lyrical and exaggerated, emphasizing his view of love as something
dramatic and all consuming. Viola’s speech is both poetic and practical. She speaks in verse when talking
about love but switches to prose when engaging in witty banter. Her wordplay with Feste and Orsino
demonstrates her sharp intellect. Initially, Olivia’s speech is controlled and mournful. However, once she falls
for Cesario, her language becomes more direct and urgent, showing her transformation from reserved to
openly affectionate. Malvolio’s speech is self-important and rigid. When he believes Olivia loves him, his

language becomes overly pompous, showing his delusion. “Some are born great, some achieve greatness,
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and some have greatness thrust upon them". Feste, the Fool, uses wordplay and paradoxes to expose truths.

He mixes humor with wisdom, often speaking in riddles and songs. “Better a witty fool than a foolish wit".

Shakespeare strategically alternates between blank verse (unrhymed iambic pentameter) and prose to
reflect character distinctions and shifts in tone. Typically used by noble characters or in emotionally intense
moments. Orsino and Viola frequently speak in blank verse when discussing love, giving their dialogue a
rhythmic, lyrical quality. Used by lower-status characters and in comic situations. Most of Sir Toby’s dialogue
is in prose, emphasizing his down-to-earth, boisterous nature. Shakespeare often shifts between verse and
prose to highlight changes in mood or character status. Malvolio, a servant, usually speaks in prose, but when

he imagines himself as Olivia’s husband, his speech adopts a more poetic form, mocking his social ambitions.

To sum up, Shakespeare’s language in Twelfth Night is remarkable for its richness, complexity, and
adaptability. Through wordplay, metaphors, poetic devices, and structural choices, he crafts a world filled
with humor, romance, and introspection. His manipulation of blank verse and prose allows for dynamic
characterization, making each figure in the play distinct in personality and speech. Therefore, his unique
linguistic style not only enhances the play’s comedic and dramatic moments but also challenges ideas about

gender, love, and identity, making Twelfth Night one of his most enduring and engaging works.

Exame Essay:
Q: How does the title Twelfth Night connect to the themes of disguise, identity, and festivity in the play, and

what messages does it convey about these themes?
You’re answer must address the following questions:
a) What does the title Twelfth Night refer to, and why is this time important for the themes of the play?

b) How does the theme of disguise influence the characters' actions and their understanding of themselves?
¢) In what ways does festivity and celebration play a role in the events of Twelfth Night?
d) What messages about identity and social norms can we take from the combination of these themes in the play?

Answer:

The title Twelfth Night is deeply connected to the play’s central themes of disguise, identity, and festivity.
Shakespeare sets the tone for a world where social order is temporarily overturned, roles are reversed, and
confusion reigns before harmony is restored. The title invites the audience to view the play through the lens
of holiday misrule and joyful revelry, making it an essential part of understanding the play’s deeper messages

about identity, love, and societal expectations.

The title Twelfth Night refers to the twelfth and final night of Christmas celebrations known as the Feast
of Epiphany. In Shakespeare’s time, Twelfth Night was a time of festivity, excess, and role reversal, where
traditional social structures were temporarily upended. Servants could become “lords,” men could dress as

women, and general merriment replaced the usual order of life. This tradition of misrule and inversion directly
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mirrors the play’s themes of disguise, mistaken identity, and festive chaos. Viola disguises herself as a man,
causing romantic and social confusion. Malvolio wea a mere steward, dreams of rising to nobility. Sir Toby
and his companions engage in excessive drinking, partying, and practical jokes. By naming the play after
Twelfth Night, Shakespeare signals that this is a world where normal rules do not apply, encouraging the

audience to embrace the disorder before the inevitable return to reality.

Disguise plays a crucial role in shaping the characters’ experiences and self-discovery. Viola’s choice to
dress as a man allows her to enter Orsino’s court but also creates romantic complications. Orsino forms a deep
emotional connection with Cesario. Olivia falls in love with Cesario, mistakenly believing her to be a man.
Through her disguise, Viola gains insight into the nature of men and women, challenging traditional gender
roles. Unlike Viola, who uses disguise for survival, Malvolio falsely believes in an identity change that he can
rise above his station. His humiliation serves as a comedic warning about ambition and self-delusion. While
Feste does not physically disguise himself, he metaphorically wears a mask that playing the fool while often
being the wisest character. His disguises, such as pretending to be Sir Topas, highlight the theme of truth
hidden behind false appearances. Through disguise, characters learn about themselves and others, but also

face the consequences of mistaken identity, reinforcing the idea that appearances can be misleading.

Festivity is at the heart of the play, driving much of its humor and disorder. Sir Toby Belch represents the
spirit of revelry, constantly drinking and encouraging others to ignore rules. His elaborate prank on Malvolio
is an extension of Twelfth Night’s tradition of trickery and role reversal. As the fool, Feste embodies the
carnival spirit, using his songs and riddles to reflect deeper truths. His role is a reminder that laughter and wit
are as important as love and seriousness in human life. The play concludes with multiple marriages, a common
feature in Shakespearean comedies. While the romantic entanglements are chaotic throughout, the festive
atmosphere ensures that joy and harmony are restored by the end. Therefore, the play itself mimics a Twelfth

Night celebration filled with merriment, excess, and temporary chaos before order is re-established.

By blending disguise, mistaken identity, and festivity, Twelfth Night delivers profound messages about
identity, love, and societal expectations. Viola’s ability to function as a man suggests that gender roles are
socially constructed rather than natural absolutes. Malvolio’s failed attempt at social climbing shows that class
distinctions are both rigid and fragile. Olivia falls in love with Cesario’s personality, not his (or rather, her)
physical identity. Orsino’s emotional connection with Cesario hints at love beyond gender restrictions, though
the play ultimately restores traditional pairings. While the play allows for temporary madness and inversion,
it ultimately returns to order. Viola reveals her true identity, Orsino and Olivia find suitable partners and the
disruptive Malvolio is cast out. Shakespeare suggests that while misrule and disguise are fun, society cannot

function indefinitely in chaos.
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To sum, the title Twelfth Night perfectly encapsulates the wild, unpredictable, and liberating nature of the
play. It connects the story to the traditions of disguise, mistaken identity, and festivity, all of which drive the
plot’s humor and deeper themes. Through its mix of romantic confusion, social commentary, and joyous
excess, the play ultimately reminds us that identity is fluid, love is unpredictable, and while chaos can be

delightful, order must eventually return.

Exame Essay:

Q: How does the modern audience view periphrasis. Why did Shakespeare use this technique? What are
the differences between the views of an Elizabethan and a modern audiences with regard to this
technique?

Answer:

Periphrasis, the use of indirect or elaborate phrasing instead of a straightforward expression, is a
hallmark of Shakespeare’s writing. While it was an admired literary device in Elizabethan times, modern
audiences often find it challenging or excessive. This contrast in perception highlights changes in linguistic

style, audience expectations, and cultural attitudes toward language.

Shakespeare employed periphrasis for several artistic and functional reasons. Shakespeare’s plays were
written in iambic pentameter, a rhythmic structure that often required longer, more elaborate phrasing. His
audience enjoyed linguistic ornamentation, extended metaphors, and rhetorical flourishes, which were
considered signs of wit and intelligence. Instead of simply saying, “I would express my love for you,” Viola
(as Cesario) expands the idea into an elaborate, poetic image. Noble or intellectual characters often speak in
more periphrastic, sophisticated language, distinguishing them from lower-class, comedic figures who speak
plainly. Orsino, for example, indulges in flowery descriptions of love, reflecting his romanticized and
idealistic view of the world. Feste, the fool, plays with periphrasis in a satirical way, using it to mock other
characters’ pretentiousness. Shakespeare used periphrasis to delay revelations, build suspense, and deepen
thematic resonance. Malvolio’s reading of the fake letter is full of convoluted language, making his
misunderstanding even funnier. Some topics, especially romantic and sexual themes, had to be expressed
indirectly to comply with Elizabethan censorship. Shakespeare often used periphrasis, metaphor, and

innuendo to discuss themes that could not be stated explicitly.

Today, periphrasis is often seen as unnecessarily complex, archaic, or even pretentious. Several factors
contribute to this shift. Modern audiences favor concise, direct language, influenced by contemporary
literature, film, and digital communication. Long winded or overly ornate speech is sometimes perceived as
verbose or unclear rather than elegant. In Shakespeare’s time, audiences were accustomed to listening to

long monologues and absorbing meaning through wordplay and rhetorical flourishes. Hence, people are
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more accustomed to quick dialogue, minimalistic writing, and visual storytelling. Shakespeare’s use of
obsolete words, complex metaphors, and extended phrasing can make his plays harder to understand for
modern readers. Without annotations or adaptations, modern audiences may miss the humor, irony, or
deeper meanings behind Shakespeare’s periphrastic expressions. Many modern Shakespeare productions
and adaptations simplify periphrasis to make the plays more accessible. Some reinterpret his elaborate

language through movement, visual storytelling, or modern translations to maintain engagement.

To sum up, periphrasis was a central feature of Shakespeare’s artistry, allowing him to elevate language,
create humor, deepen characters, and navigate social restrictions. While Elizabethan audiences embraced
this style, modern viewers who favor directness and clarity often struggle with its complexity. However,
Shakespeare’s plays remain timeless, and his language continues to be appreciated through adaptation,
performance, and analysis. While modern audiences may find periphrasis challenging, those who engage

with his language discover the beauty, wit, and depth that make Shakespeare’s work enduringly powerful.

Exame Essay:

Q: In Shakespeare's Twelfth Night, cross-dressing significantly shapes character relationships and the plot while
challenging traditional gender roles and societal norms. Analyze how Viola's decision to disguise herself as a man
affects her interactions with Orsino and Olivia, leading to various plot twists and complications, and discuss how
these elements reinforce or challenge conventional gender roles. Additionally, reflect on the messages about identity
and society that arise from the characters' experiences with cross-dressing, and examine Viola's motivations for
assuming a male identity

Answer:

In Twelfth Night, Shakespeare uses cross-dressing as a powerful dramatic device that drives the plot,
complicates character relationships, and challenges gender norms. Viola’s decision to disguise herself as
Cesario not only creates comedic misunderstandings but also raises deeper questions about identity, gender,
and societal expectations. Through her experiences, the play explores how appearances shape social roles and

how love transcends traditional boundaries.

When Viola assumes the identity of Cesario, she gains privileged access to Orsino in a way that would not
have been possible had she remained openly female. This disguise affects their relationship in several key
ways. As Cesario, Viola becomes Orsino’s trusted confidant, engaging in deep discussions about love and
emotion. She connects with Orsino more intimately than Olivia does, as their conversations allow for genuine
emotional exchange. Orsino believes Cesario to be a young man, yet he shows a closeness that borders on
romantic attraction, hinting at the fluidity of desire. Viola, meanwhile, challenges his idealized views on love
by offering a more realistic perspective. In Act I, Scene 1V, she (as Cesario) tells Orsino that women can love

as deeply as men. “We men may say more, swear more, but indeed, / Our shows are more than will". Orsino
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is unaware that Cesario is actually Viola, creating dramatic irony for the audience. Viola’s internal conflict
grows as she loves Orsino but cannot reveal her true self, adding emotional depth to her disguise. Viola’s
disguise also leads to unexpected romantic complications with Olivia, who falls in love with Cesario. Viola,
acting as Orsino’s messenger, tries to woo Olivia on his behalf, but Olivia misinterprets Cesario’s charm and
sensitivity as romantic interest. This reversal of roles where a woman aggressively pursues a "man" challenges
traditional gender norms. Olivia’s attraction to Cesario suggests that love is based on personality rather than
gender. She loves Viola’s intelligence and kindness, not realizing she is actually a woman. The mix-up is
resolved when Olivia unknowingly marries Sebastian, reinforcing the theme of mistaken identity and love’s

irrationality.

Viola’s disguise allows her to experience life as both a man and a woman, challenging the rigid
expectations of gender in Renaissance society. Women in Shakespeare’s Time Were Expected to Be Passive.
In contrast, Viola (as Cesario) actively engages in courtly affairs, speaks freely, and gains authority in Orsino’s
household. This suggests that women are just as capable as men, if given the opportunity. Viola’s Success as
Cesario Highlights the Artificiality of Gender Roles. If gender were truly a defining characteristic of identity,
Viola’s disguise would not work so well. The fact that both Orsino and Olivia develop strong emotional

connections with Cesario suggests that gender is not as fixed as society assumes.

While Twelfth Night plays with gender fluidity, it ultimately returns to conventional roles. In the end, Viola
removes her disguise, revealing her "true" identity, and Orsino immediately switches his affection from
Cesario to Viola. Olivia, likewise, easily accepts Sebastian as a replacement for Cesario, emphasizing that
love, in this world, is ultimately reaffirmed through heterosexual unions. Even though Viola takes control for
much of the play, she must wait for Orsino to propose marriage, reinforcing the expectation that women
should be passive in romantic relationships. Thus, while Shakespeare questions and destabilizes gender roles,
the final resolution aligns with traditional social structures, ensuring that the play remains a comedy rather

than a radical statement on gender equality.

Viola’s choice to disguise herself as a man is a practical decision, but it also carries symbolic meaning.
After being shipwrecked, Viola believes her twin brother, Sebastian, is dead. As a lone woman in an
unfamiliar land, she faces vulnerability. By disguising herself as a man, she protects herself from potential
danger. As Cesario, she gains employment in Orsino’s court, something she could not have done as a woman.
This reflects the limited roles available to women in Elizabethan society. Disguised as a man, Viola is able to
interact with Orsino in a way that would not have been socially acceptable if she remained a woman. The
disguise allows her to express her feelings indirectly, as when she describes her own pain under the guise of
a story about Cesario’s "sister". Viola’s experience as Cesario allows her to learn about love, gender dynamics,

and human nature, making her one of the most complex and insightful characters in the play.
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Through Viola’s cross-dressing and the mistaken identities in the play, Shakespeare conveys important
ideas about identity, love, and societal norms. Viola seamlessly passes as Cesario, suggesting that gender is a
performance rather than an inherent trait. Characters love Cesario for who he is, not what he appears to be,
reinforcing the idea that personality transcends external identity. Olivia loves Cesario, not knowing "he" is
actually Viola. Orsino shifts his love from Olivia to Viola without hesitation, showing how quickly affections
change once identity is clarified. In addition, Twelfth Night allows temporary disruption of gender roles and
social norms, much like the real-life Twelfth Night festival. However, by the end, traditional hierarchies and

gender roles are reinstated.

To conclude, Viola’s disguise as Cesario is central to Twelfth Night’s plot, comedy, and deeper themes. It
creates romantic confusion, challenges gender expectations, and highlights the performative nature of identity.
However, while Shakespeare flirts with gender fluidity, the play ultimately restores traditional order by its
conclusion. Through Viola’s experiences, Shakespeare suggests that identity is more flexible than society
admits, but also acknowledges the reality that society is structured to enforce fixed roles. Thus, Twelfth Night

presents a playful but ultimately conservative exploration of gender, identity and love.

Exame Essay:

Q: In Twelfth Night, the term 'festive' embodies themes of celebration, disguise, and revelry, shaping the actions of
characters and the overall tone of the play. Examine how the behavior of festive characters like Sir Toby and Sir
Andrew influences the story and reflects the society of Illyria, contributing to the merriment and chaos. Specifically,
contrast their worldviews with that of the puritanical Malvolio, analyzing how this clash reveals deeper themes of
revelry, social order, and the pursuit of happiness in the play.

Answer:

Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night 1s deeply rooted in the spirit of festivity, using celebration, disguise, and
revelry as central themes that shape the actions of characters and the play’s overall tone. Characters like Sir
Toby Belch and Sir Andrew Aguecheek embody the excesses of festivity, creating a world of merriment and
chaos that contrasts sharply with the rigid puritanism of Malvolio, Olivia’s steward. The clash between these
worldviews, the uninhibited joy of revelry and the strict enforcement of order that reveals deeper themes of

social structure, the pursuit of happiness, and the limits of festivity in a hierarchical society.

The title Twelfth Night itself refers to the Twelfth Night festival, a celebration marking the end of
Christmas, associated with misrule, disguise, and the temporary inversion of social order. This context sets
the stage for a play in which normal roles and behaviors are suspended, creating a world of excess, indulgence,
and disorder. Sir Toby Belch, Olivia’s uncle, serves as the embodiment of unrestrained festivity. His very
name "Belch" suggests indulgence, gluttony, and a disregard for decorum. Sir Toby openly mocks authority

and convention, prioritizing pleasure over responsibility. He rejects social restraint, preferring late-night
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drinking and feasting over maintaining dignity in Olivia’s household. His influence over Sir Andrew
Aguecheek shows his manipulative nature, as he convinces Andrew to pursue Olivia despite his clear lack of
intelligence or charm. Sir Toby’s famous response to Malvolio’s criticism highlights his worldview. "Dost
thou think, because thou art virtuous, there shall be no more cakes and ale". This line suggests that pleasure
and festivity are essential aspects of life, dismissing Malvolio’s puritanical disdain for indulgence. Sir Andrew
Aguecheek, though a comic figure, serves as a representation of the dangers of excess and foolishness. Unlike
Sir Toby, who thrives in his indulgence, Sir Andrew is a victim of festivity rather than its master. He is easily
manipulated, believing he has a chance to win Olivia’s love. His lack of wit and courage make him an object
of mockery. His attempted duel with Cesario (Viola) highlights the absurdity of the festive world, where
actions are driven by deception and mischief rather than reason. Through Sir Andrew, Shakespeare satirizes
those who blindly follow pleasure without self-awareness, showing that festivity without intelligence leads to

humiliation.

Malvolio, Olivia’s steward, stands in stark contrast to Sir Toby and Sir Andrew. As a character, he
represents discipline, ambition, and puritanism, rejecting the excesses of festivity in favor of strict order and
personal advancement. He scorns Sir Toby’s revelry, believing it to be beneath the dignity of Olivia’s
household. He desires social mobility, imagining himself as Olivia’s husband, which would elevate him above
his current status. His self-importance and lack of humor make him an easy target for ridicule. Malvolio’s
strict and self-righteous demeanor makes him vulnerable to the trick played on him by Maria, Sir Toby, and
others. The forged letter, supposedly from Olivia, convinces him that she loves him and asks him to act in
absurd ways. “Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon them".
This moment represents a parody of ambition, as Malvolio foolishly believes that love will elevate him beyond
his social station. His humiliation and imprisonment reveal how festivity can turn into cruelty, raising

questions about whether he truly deserves such treatment.

However, the opposition between Sir Toby and Malvolio highlights two competing worldviews in Twelfth
Night. Therefore, Shakespeare seems to favor festivity over excessive seriousness, but also warns against
cruelty disguised as humor. Malvolio’s final exit where he swears revenge prevents the play from ending in
pure comedic resolution, suggesting that social order and discipline cannot be permanently dismissed.
Through the contrast between festivity and order, Shakespeare explores deeper themes about happiness,
authority, and the nature of social roles. Twelfth Night allows characters to temporarily break free from societal
constraints, mirroring the real-life Twelfth Night festival where roles were reversed and social norms were
suspended. However, by the end of the play, order is restored. Sir Toby’s pranks have consequences, and
Malvolio’s anger suggests that complete misrule is unsustainable. Malvolio’s failure reflects the rigid class
structure of Shakespeare’s society. His belief that he can rise through marriage is mocked, reinforcing the idea

that social mobility is not easily achieved. Sir Toby’s excessive revelry is enjoyable but not entirely admirable,
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as it leads to cruelty toward Malvolio. Malvolio’s rejection of joy isolates him, proving that a life without
festivity is equally undesirable. The play ultimately suggests that true happiness lies somewhere in between

in embracing joy without losing self-awareness.

To sum up, Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night presents a world of disguise, indulgence, and trickery, where the
lines between reality and performance, order and chaos blur. The behavior of festive characters such Sir Toby
and Sir Andrew introduces merriment and disorder, while Malvolio’s puritanism and ambition create an
opposing force. This clash highlights the importance of balance in society too much revelry leads to cruelty,
but too much order leads to joyless isolation. However, happiness prevails, but Shakespeare leaves a lingering
moral ambiguity. Malvolio’s fate reminds the audience that mockery has limits, and society ultimately
reasserts its structure after the chaos of celebration. Thus, Twelfth Night serves as both a joyful comedy and a
commentary on the tension between personal ambition, festivity, and social hierarchy, making it a timeless

exploration of human nature.
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